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Repair Jobs Delivered Right on Time 





.-- by Higgins, of course | 


Each of the vessels pictured above in Higgins 
dry dock was urgently needed by its owner. 
And because loss of time in dry dock meant 
loss of money to these owners, the Higgins 
team completed all these repairs according 
to specified schedule. 


Whether you need repairs or new construction 
—whether it’s a tug, a drilling structure or a 
work boat, it pays to get hold of Higgins. 


Every Higgins customer, old or new, big or 
small, benefits from the Higgins slogan which 
has made this yard world-famous: “every job 
delivered right on time.” 


DRILLING BARGES @ DREDGES © BARGES © QUARTER BOATS + TUGS © WORK BOATS © COMMUNICATION CRAFT © DRILLING STRUCTURES © PERSONNEL 
BOATS © PLEASURE BOATS © SEISMOGRAPH BOATS © BULK-TYPE CARGO BARGES ¢ SWAMP SKIPPERS ¢ TANK BARGES © ALSO MARINE REPAIRS OF ALL TYPES 






_ @. Got a marine problem? 


THE WORLD-FAMOUS BOAT BUILDERS ———| 









Box 8001 * New Orleans 22, La. * CRescent 0631 
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A Finer, More Dependable 


T 
Offshore Personnel Transport GULFPOR 
designed and constructed by WARE LLL altel Keele aL. 








“OTTILIE" 


New Gulfport design incorporates 


SPEED--SAFETY 


Constructed by the Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation especially for marine oilfield use, the OTTILIE is a 
marvel of efficiency and design . . . The all-steel welded twin-screw crewboat, powered with two GM 6-71's 
supplied by Stewart & Stevenson, Inc., has a top speed of 23 mph and a cruising speed of 2! mph! De- 
veloped by Gulfport's engineers, it is outfitted on a par with the finest pleasure craft afloat. 


The OTTILIE incorporates a planing type hull and single "V" 
bottom. Its speed and luxurious accommodations make it ideal 
for supervisory or executive personnel use. It is beautifully 
finished in mahogany, with fire resistant plastic headliner. All 
sheeting and furniture are of mahogany. It is equipped with 
gallery, head, and sleeping accommodations for six. 





Auxiliaries include automatic pilot, RCA radio telephone and depth recorder. The OTTILIE is in keeping 


with Gulfport's high standards, where fine equipment is a tradition. Whatever your needs, you are in cap- 
able hands at Gulfport. 


Builders and designers of all-steel welded barges, tugs, vessels 


FAST, EFFICIENT MARINE REPAIRS 
TWO FLOATING DRY DOCKS — GAS FREEING 


GULFPORT SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 


P. O, BOX 1179 PHONE 2-6486 PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
“ON THE HIGHWAY TO THE OFFSHORE OILFIELDS" 
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| Way offshore... 
| With the Publisher 


v= will note a lot of changes in 
this-here sorry — we mean solid, 
substantial publication. 


For one thing, we've about quit 
operating. By that we mean we've 
shifted emphasis to the offshore as- 
pect of our coverage, and played 
down the operational angle. 


A lot of thought (while fishing) 
went into this decision. It has been 
our feeling, for a long time, that the 
word operations was superfluous in 
our title — that’s a four-bit expression 
meaning unnecessary. 


The various oil companies refer 
quite often to their ‘offshore opera- 
tions,” but more and more the single § 
word offshore has come to symbolize 
the whole broad field of marine oil 


activity. 

So we just backed our ears, shut Only the famous SIGN-A-LITE buoys com- 
our eyes, and from now on we'll be bine ECONOMY with RUGGED DEPEND- 
the OFFSHORE magazine. ABILITY. Never before has a marking 

It’s simple, easy to remember, and system offered so much for so little. They 
describes our position perfectly. We're WILL NOT SINK — they are LIGHT IN 





usually way offshore, in water right WEIGHT — CORROSION PROOF 
! 

up to our cars: THROUGHOUT — they have a HIGH 

RATIO OF FREEBOARD TO DRAFT AND 
You'll also notice a whole passel of THEY REQUIRE LITTLE SERVICE! 

new departments in this issue —a 

| shipyard round-up, seismic report, 

submarine pipeline survey, etc. What- 

ever you want, you name it and we'll 

come close to having it! 





Maybe not much of it. We're not 
bragging about how complete every f 
department is. Fact of the matter, 
some of them are about as all-cover- 
ing as one of them new-fangled 
French bathing suits they call a “Bi- 
kini.”” Leaves a lot to your imagina- 
tion, or vice versa. 













+ 


a 


Available in five different sizes — or cus- 
tom engineered to your specifications — 
the buoys illustrated above are the “Nun” 
and “Can” to mark the port and star- 
board sides of ship channels heading sea- 
ward. On the right is the standard 
“Obstruction” buoy to mark privately 
owned obstructions, underwater pipelines, 
boundary lines, drilling sites or spoil banks. 











But they'll cover more—the de- 
partments, that is. We personally like 
the lack of coverage in French bath- 
ing suits. 

In fact 


But come to think of it, even 
though we're a marine oil journal Contact our Houston Office for tech- 
we don’t cover that kind of equip- y A nical data, prices, and free, specialized 
ment. _Not light, mobile rigs. So aS B= 3 engineering service te solve your 
we'll just ignore the French-type op Z particular marking problems. 
structure until next month. j 


See you then 
BUOYS, INCORPORATED 
3600 SHERMAN ST. * HOUSTON, TEXAS 
ATwood 2015 








Long John Latham, 
MAY, 1955 5 

















TWENTY GRAND | 
OlL FIELD SERVICE, INC. P 








Pictured above is Twenty Grand's plant on the waterfront at Morgan City. A separate installation serves the Cam- 
eron, La., area. Top: Twenty Grand maintains a fleet of eight trucks, four tugs and six barges for quick mud and 
chemical delivery anywhere in southern Louisiana. 


For prompt, efficient service, day or night . . . Twenty Grand 
Oil Field Service offers the facilities of two completely 
modern plants . . . conveniently located at Berwick, 
Louisiana and Cameron, Louisiana . . . for quick delivery 

by land or sea anywhere in southern Louisiana. 
For Mil-White drilling muds and chemicals, diesel fuel 
and towing, Twenty Grand service is as near as 

your telephone. 


TWENTY GRAND 


OIL FIELD SERVICE, INC. 


Telephone 6446 
Telephone President 5-2377 P. O. Box 92 
CAMERON, LOUISIANA BERWICK, LOUISIANA 


24 Hour Service 
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The ACADIA, pictured during recent 
trial runs, is certified to carry 500 
tons of liquid or dry cargo. 





125-Foot Self-Propelled Barge 


“AGADIA™ JOINS OFFSHORE FLEET 


Tue 125-FOOT self-propelled barge, ACADIA, is the twentieth 
vessel to join Twenty Grand Towing Company’s offshore fleet . . . 
a fleet devoted to the service of the offshore oil industry. 

With their vast experience in offshore operations, Twenty Grand 
Towing Company's oilfield experts knew exactly the type 

vessel they wanted . . . and Burton Construction & Shipbuilding 
Company knew how to build it. The ACADIA is the answer. 
With a length overall of 125 feet, the ACADIA has a beam 

of 30 feet and a depth of 9 feet. Powered with twin tandem 6-110 
GM diesel engines, supplied by the Kennedy Marine Engine 
Company of Biloxi, Miss., the vessel has a speed of 14 mph. 
Certified to carry 500 tons of liquid or dry cargo, her arrangement 


offers the utmost in efficiency for marine oilfield hauling. 


TWENTY GRAND TOWING CO. 


P. O. Box 232 Telephone: 5033 - 3811 
MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA 
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awh Jerry Seruice 


REDUCES OFFSHORE DRILLING COSTS 


Hawk Helicopters transport men, supplies and equipment fast and 
safe . . . provides substantial savings for companies drilling offshore. 


Round trip flights are completed in minutes, and the men arrive 
fresh and ready to work. The need and cost of standby boats for 
emergencies are eliminated . . . helicopters provide faster and 
smoother transit for the sick or injured. Key personnel make speedy 
trips to and from locations. Routine inspection tours of several rigs 
are shortened considerably. Vital repair parts are delivered in mini- 
mum time, thus reducing costly rig down-time. 


Helicopter service can be used profitably for your offshore op- 
erations. Contact Mr. Sherman Kennedy, Operations Manager, for 
further information on lease and charter service with Hawk Heli- 


copters. 





P. O. Box 680 — Tel. TUlip 2-5435 Corpus Christi, Texas 
LEASE AND CHARTER SERVICE 
REPAIR AND OVERHAUL DEPARTMENT, MEACHAM FIELD, FORT WORTH 


OFFSHORE 
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Letters to the Editor 


To the Editor: 

I have just been looking over the March issue .. . 
and would like to send copies of this issue to friends 
who would be interested in several of the articles . . . 

H. P. MAXTON 

The Offshore Company 
To the Editor: 
Reference is made to . . . (the) March issue of your 
magazine showing a tabulation of offshore equipment. 

Publication of this tabulation bids well to be one of 
the most useful listings presently available. We should 
like to see it continued .. . 

GEORGE C. WIGHT 

Assistant Division 

Production Superintendent 

Stanolind Oil & Gas Company 
To the Editor: 

... We will continue to try to keep you fully informed 
on our offshore operations. Congratulations on another 
fine issuc! 

JOSEPH W. GANGELHOFF 
Continental Oil Company 
To the Editor: 
. . The book looks better and better .. . 
HARVE WASHINGTON 
Continental Oil Company 
To the Editor: 
Confirming our telephone conversation this after- 
noon, I have pleasure in enclosing $5 bill in payment 
of an overseas subscription .. . 
B. F. SAURIN 
British Petroleum Company 
London, England 

To the Editor: 

We have been requested by Cia. Shell de Venezuela 
to obtain for them the following 1-year subscriptions to 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS ... 

S. G. MUMFORD 
Maracaibo, Venezuela 
To the Editor: 

Thanks for the attention you paid to our undersea 

pipeline and our Sabine project . . . 

HOMER T. FORT 

Magnolia Petroleum Company 
To the Editor: 

In connection with current interest in matters relat- 
ing to Offshore Operations, we would like to receive 
ten copies of any recent issue in order to draw the 
attention of our associates abroad to this periodical. 

L. J. VAN DIJK 
Asiatic Petroleum Corporation 
To the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
convincing me that I should advertise in OFFSHORE 
OPERATIONS. 

I would like to advise that we have had a great deal 
of success with this advertisement . . . 

JOHN E. HART 
President 
Equipment Engineering & 
Supply Co., Inc. 
To the Editor: 

I have read Jack Eggleston’s interesting article on 
coating of Magnolia’s Sabine Pass beeper in your fine 
magazine. Please send me five (additional) copies .. . 

CHARLES J. FRITTS 
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WHERE CONVENTIONAL 
COATINGS FAIL... 





PRS Coatings Are Engineered 
To Give Fullest Protection 


PRS Engineered Coatings are designed to 
suit the environment of your particular struc- 
ture . . . whether it is a drilling platform or 
separator group offshore . . . or a tank bat- 
tery in the marshes. 

If you contact us to solve your coating 
problems, you will receive a product based 
upon research directed by your particular 
needs, designed for your particular use . . . 
yet there will be no engineering costs! 


To cut down costly maintenance, let PRS 
engineer the proper coating for your new 
structure. 


Write, wire or call: 


Belle Chasse, Lovisiene 





Telephones: 
Nights, Sundays & Holidays 


Call EVergreen 2426 




























ADVANTAGES OF 
"ELMAGCO" 
COUPLINGS FOR 
RIG OPERATIONS 


. Engines can be brought to 


operating speed before load 
is applied. 


. Couplings serve as disconnect 


clutches when control is off. 


. Conventional water system 


can be utilized for cooling us- 
ing simple connections. 


. Better compound operation of 


pumps. 


. Isolation of torsional vibra- 


tions from prime movers to 
rig. 


. Will dissipate full engine 


horsepower continuously. 


. Egines cannt be stalled. 


. Manual or automatic control 


provided with instantaneous 
response. 


. Rugged explosion-proof con- 


struction. 


. Optimum drilling speed pos- 


sible. 


. No wearing surfaces other 


than bearings. 











Baylor-Built 


LMAGC{| COUPLINGS 


ON THE DRILLING TENDER 


“ERNIE MILLER™ 


H\ 
apeiaialy 


Above left are Baylor-Built ELMAGCO Couplings on the new modern drilling tender 
“Ernie Miller." The tender is shown (above) en route to its first offshore drill site. 


PERFECT CONTROL 


The use of ELMAGCO couplings on the “Ernie Miller" extends 
to the driller optimum control of speeds and pressures available 
from the pumps. The couplings normally will be controlled direct- 
ly from the drilling platform, but can be equally well controlled 
from a position in the pump room. Controls may be set so that 
predetermined pressures are not exceeded. 


With the advantageous dissipating qualities available with the 
ELMAGCO drive, pumps may be run in controlled load conditions 
with full engine power applied. Full engine horse-power can be 
dissipated continuously, without the use of heat exchangers. These 
advantages lend themselves particularly to parallel pump opera- 
tions. 


The ELMAGCO couplings are equally advantageous on -draw- 
works and rotary drives. 


OIL FIELD EQUIPMENT 


1#t BAYLOR COMPANY, tc. 


2930 Pease Ave. 
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Guest Editorial .. . 


CM 


GENERAL MOTORS 


| Offshore Allowables 





| ¥ aes lessening of time-tested incentives could dry up 

the supply of oil and gas offshore. Two well- 
established principles of proration can be expanded to 
fit the needs of industry and state. These are the prac- 
tices of granting discovery allowables and of granting 
higher allowables at greater depth, neither of which 
violates sound conservation practices. 


The practice of granting higher allowables at greater 
depths recognizes increased drilling costs. How simple 
to expand this principle to recognize in the allowables 
the increased costs of offshore drilling and operations! 
Louisiana has done this on occasion, but recently to an 
inadequate extent. Texas recognizes the propriety of POWER: 440 Continuous Shaft Horsepower, 
rewarding the discoverer of a field with a discovery 
allowable extending to the first five wells drilled in a 
field and increasing with depth. 





with a maximum rating of 578 Horsepower, 
DIMENSIONS: Height 66”, Width 62”, Length 
146”, Net Weight 11,000 lbs. 

The offshore industry needs—now—an adequate dis- 
covery allowable for the first five years of production, 
not for the production of the first five wells. During 
the five-year period of developing know-how, the in- 
dustry particularly needs expanded allowables, to be 
determined within sound conservation practices. The 
governiaent can also contribute its share to this offshore 
venture by approving wider spacing where practical. 
Unitization, which avoids waste, is another avenue of 
economy 





The importance of the offshore potential to the nation 
cannot he overstressed. The Joint Chiefs of Staff must 
count offshore discoveries as among our greatest bless- 
ings. Being practical men, they must know that how- 
ever large the offshore potential may be, very little of These are the MARINE power units that give 


it will ever be reduced to possession if it cannot be pro- real life to the large Offshore Oil Rig Work- 
duced at a profit commensurate with the risks involved. boats and Tugs. Either engine can be operated 


With the petroleum industry taking all the risks, it independently of the other. 
is not too much to ask the government to do its part. 





IRA H. CRAM 


Senior Vice-President GS E @] R & E 
Continental Oil Company E Nl G ' Ni re 
CM 


COMPANY, INC. 


GENERAL MOT( 


DIESEL -Marine — Industrial — Oilfield 


POWER Phone FI Ilmore 1-564! 
Box 341 Harvey, La. 





MAY, 1955 i 

















CATC's new drill tender ERNIE MILLER 
cost $1.5 million to build, and is one of 
the most modern and efficient auxiliary 
vessels afloat. All wiring on the tender 
was done by Mcintosh Electric. 





SCOPE! ys oF Bin 


For the Drill Tender ‘‘Ernie Miller’’ 


A TAILOR-MADE fillies, yaa 
SWITCHBOARD. a 


Out in the lonely Gulf, remote from land-based services 





and facilities, “down time’’ can be doubly expensive . . . 
That is why so many marine oil operators have come to The electrical installation on the ERNIE MILLER includes: 


rely on McIntosh for dependable electrical installations © A tailor-made switchboard built especially for the 


... On the new CATC drilling tender ERNIE MILLER, tender by Mclntosh Electric. 

all wiring was done by McIntosh and is Coast Guard P 
© Central control panel for air-conditioning equip- 
approved. pray 

Whatever your needs, you can be sure if it’s installed ® All power panels built by Mcintosh Electric. 


by McIntosh Electric. The best in materials and trained 
® Hose-McCann telephone system. 


personnel assures you the maximum in trouble-free 


Service. 


® All electrical wiring. 


24-Hour Service 


McINTOSH ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 


Telephone 5-2517 BEAUMONT, TEXAS 4775 Port Arthur Road 
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Helicopters in Texas Gulf 
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The Hawk Patrol 


Top: A Hawk helicopter landing on 
the flight deck of MR. GUS. The unit 
under tow, with a helicopter on its 
flight deck, is also shown on this 
month’s cover. 


Right: The helicopter is unbeatable 
for emergency use. Men and materials 
can be delivered to an offshore rig in 
a matter of minutes, cutting the costs 
of expensive down time. This Hawk 
crew is servicing MR. GUS from a 
base at Freeport, Texas. 


T WAS dark, the sea was rough 
and the frantic appeal for some 
means of quickly moving an injured 
man from a Gulf of Mexico rig to 
a hospital was relayed in a matter of 
seconds to the dispatcher’s office of 
Hawk Helicopters. 

In only 45 minutes after the man 
was injured, he was resting in a 
Freeport hospital and Texas’ only 
helicopter service catering to the ex- 
acting needs of the offshore oil in- 
dustry had chalked up another 





routine job. 

Hawk Helicopters, headquarters at 
Corpus Christi, was organized in 
November of last year by a group of 
men whose combined experience 
gave them an intimate insight into 
the needs of offshore operations and 
of flying problems. 

With substantial backing by peo- 
ple who know the oil industry, the 
company was organized and the 
problem of “tooling up” and pro- 
viding the service was laid in the 
















experienced lap of Sherman Ken- 
nedy, a war veteran with nearly 7,- 
000 flying hours to his credit, not 
counting a lot of experience with 
helicopters. 

Mr. Kennedy is operations man- 
ager and chief pilot of the growing 
helicopter organization. He joined 
up with the outfit from the big 
Waggoner Ranch in Northwest Tex- 
as, where he flew a helicopter to 
expedite ranch operations and trans- 


port men quickly from one job to 
another. 

“Basical! Mr. Kennedy says, 
“our job h s not so different. We 
are calle yn to deliver men and 
materia! ) offshore rigs and haul 
men back, where speed is desirable. 
There is one big difference. On the 
ran we had thousands of acres for 


a landing field. Out there in the 
Gulf we land on one rig with a 
landing platform of only 16 feet.” 

The Hawk organization bought 
its first helicopter, a Bell Model 
47-G, on November 17 and put it 
to work servicing a rig for Western 
Natural Gas Company which oper- 
ated off Palacios, Texas. It bought 
a second Model 47-G next day. 

The second unit presently is on 
contract to Glasscock Drilling Com- 
pany, servicing the Mr. Gus off the 
southeastern tip of Texas. The fly- 
ing service operates out of Freeport 
in handling the Mr. Gus chore. 

The company has another Bell on 
order, a larger model for high- 
altitude flying. The models now in 
service to offshore rigs each carries 
two passengers and a pilot, plus rush 
freight if necessary. 

“With offshore drilling running 
into tremendous costs,” Mr. Kennedy 
explains, ‘speed is of great import- 
ance, and that is where helicopter 
service steps in and cuts down over- 
all operating costs. If a special trip 
to a rig and back can shorten the 
time required to make an emergency 
repair, then the helicopter becomes 
a highly practical tool for the off- 
shore operator. I can show an off- 
shore operator where we can save 
him money with our helicopter serv- 
ice,” says Kennedy. 

The management of Hawk Heli- 
copters sees the helicopter as a reg- 
ular part of producing oil in the 
Gulf, and it has projected its plans to 
provide additional contract service 
as fast as the need arises. 

The company bases its flying op- 
erations at Cudahy Field, Corpus 
Christi. Besides Mr. Kennedy, two 
other pilots are on duty at all times, 
in addition to a maintenance crew. 
The two pilots are Roy Senior and 
William Chatterton. 
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ON LAND OR ON SEA—Sherman Kennedy, operations manager for Hawk, 
once flew helicopters on the huge, sprawling Waggoner Ranch. On the ranch, 
he had thousands of acres for a landing field, but on some offshore rigs land- 
ing platforms measure as little as 16 feet. 
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CATC Christens New Drilling Tender 


Combine completes third $1.5 million vessel built espe- 


cially for offshore use; fourth tender under construction 


_— CATC Group, one of the most successful opera- 
tors in the Gulf of Mexico, has commissioned and 
put into service a new $1.5 million drilling tender, the 
Ernie Miller, named after the vice-president and south- 
ern division general manager of the Tide Water Asso- 
ciated Oil Company. 


Tide Water is a member of the CATC Group, with a 
25 percent interest. Other members, with an equal 
interest, are Continental Oil Company, Atlantic Refining 
Company and Cities Service Oil Company. Conoco is op- 
erator for the Group. 


Mrs. E. B. Miller, Jr., wife of the Tide Water vice- 
president, broke the champagne bottle that officially 
named the vessel after her husband. The new tender is 
now on location off the coast of Louisiana, on State Lease 
1626, Block 73, Well B-1, drilling below 9300-ft. 


The rew drilling tender is a floating, non-self-pro- 
pelled type vessel similar to the recently completed 
J. C. Craig and Carle Sharp. All three tenders were 
built foc CATC by Levingston Shipbuilding Company, 
Orange 


Christened last August, the J. C. Craig bears the name 
of the division superintendent of Conoco’s offshore 
marine department. The Carle Sharp, christened in De- 
cember, was named after the manager of Atlantic Re- 


(Continued on next page) 


Above: CATC’s new $1.5 million drilling tender, ERNIE 
MILLER. 


Top (left to right): Carle F. Sharp, regional manager, 
Atlantic; E. B. Miller, Jr., vice-president, Tide Water; 
J. C. Craig, division superintendent of production, offshore 
marine department, Continental. Drilling tenders have 
been named after all three men. 


Center: Topcoats at the ceremony marked the unexpected 
arrival of a late norther. 


Bottom: The Miller family admires a gift presented to 
Mrs. E. B. Miller, Jr., sponsor. Left to right are Bryan, 
E. B. Miller, Jr., David, Mrs. Miller, E. B. Miller III. 








Mr. and Mrs. Miller pose under the Levingston banner. 
The shipyard has built three $1.5 million drilling tenders 
for CATC, and a fourth is now under construction. 


fining Company's domestic producing department, Gulf 
Coast region. Both tenders are now in use in CATC 
drilling operations off the Louisiana coast. 

Features . . . Tailor-made for CATC operations, the 
Ernie Miller is 260’ long by 54’ wide. It provides com- 
fortable, air-conditioned quarters for 50 men, a cafeteria, 
laundry and radio room with a radio telephone for 
ship-to-shore communications. 

There is an air-conditioned recreation room, with tele- 
vision set and writing and card tables. The ship's 
galley is equipped with modern appliances, including a 
walk-in food freezer, with the dining room arranged 
cafeteria-style to accommodate 32 men. Safety features 
include a carbon dioxide fire-fighting system through- 
out the ship and two 25-man lifeboats with ring buoys 
and life preservers. The ship has a heliport forward 
with the roof of the upper deck house forming a part 
of the flight deck. 

A fourth $1.5 million drilling tender for CATC is 
now under construction at Levingston. 


A view of the lounge on the ERNIE MILLER. Acoustics 
blot out the sound of machinery, to give the crew restful 
quiet during off-duty hours. 








































A personality sketch 
Tide Water’s Ernie Miller 


B. “Ernie” Miller, Jr., namesake of CATC’s 

« new drilling tender, is no Johnny-come-lately 

to the oil industry. His grandfather hauled crude 

oil in hog’s-heads in a mule-drawn wagon from 
Drake's discovery well at Titusville, Pa. 


The family history is saturated with oil. His 
grandfather worked as a pumper in Queenstown, 
Pa., after his transportation jaunt. His father was 
a drilling contractor in the early Oklahoma boom 
days. His mother still receives a small royalty 
check from long-time production on her family’s 
land near Sistersville, W. Va. 


Ernie Miller was graduated from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1930. He went to work in 1934 
for Tide Water in Kilgore at the height of the 
East Texas oil boom. Starting as a roustabout, hc 
gradually worked his way up through the ranks 
from district petroleum engineer to district fore- 
man to chief engineer of the Mid-continent divi- 
sion, 

In 1954, when that division was split, Mr. Miller 
was elevated to vice-president and general man- 
ager of the southern division. The southern divi- 
sion covers the Gulf coast area from the Rio 
Grande to Florida. 

Mr. Miller's oil heritage parallels that of his 
company, for the Tide Water Associated Oil Com- 
pany stems from Tide-Water Pipe Co., Ltd., which 
was formed about the time his grandfather hauled oil 
from the Drake well. It is thus one of the oldest oil 
companies in the United States, and Ernie Miller 
could probably claim title to being the current 
generation of one of the oldest continuous oil 
families in the country. 











Equipment on... . 


CATC's New Drilling Tender 


HE new tender is a marvel of 

engineering efficiency. All drill 
pipe, casing, mud pumps, cement- 
ing unit, active mud pits, -bulk 
mud and cement storage are lo- 
cated on the tender. The ship 
has storage facilities for 2,092 
barrels of active or reserve drill- 
ing mud, more than 13,000 bar- 
rels of drilling water, 825 bar- 
rels of fuel oil, 4,000 sacks of dry 
bulk mud and 2,200 sacks of bulk 
cement. 

On the machinery deck the en- 
gine drive group consists of three 


diesel generator sets from George 
Engine Company, MECO distilla- 
tion unit, McIntoch switchboard 
and Halliburton well-cementing 
unit also powered by GM. The 
telephone system is Hose-McCann. 
Mooring winches are from Mar- 
key. A 70-foot Osgood General 
boom crane handles pipe from the 
tender to the platform, and un- 
loads tubular goods and other 
supplies from the supply boat to 
the tender. 


Top right: McIntosh switchboard, built 
especially for the ERNIE MILLER. 
Right center: The tender is equipped 
with three Gardner-Denver mud 
pumps. Below right: GM diesel gen- 
erator sets from George Engine Com- 
pany. Below: EMSCO console control 
panel. Below left: MECO water-dis- 


Superior PTD-8 supercharged die- 
sel engines, rated at 650 hp each 
at 900 rpm, which power the 
th ree Gardner-Denver mud 
pumps. Here too are the mud- 
mixers, agitator, Emsco console 


control panel, three 100 hp GM 











Above:.Lightning Mixers. 


Below: Markey mooring winch. 


a 


tillation unit. 
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Above: Dianmetric couplings, Baylor. 
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Below: Hose-McCann telep 


hone. 


Above: Superior diesel engines. 
Below: Cement bins, Delta Tan 











Washington 


Outer Continental Shelf 
Attracts Bid Requests 


Offshore operators have indicated a 
growing interest in additional leases 
on submerged lands on the outer con- 
tinental shelf, according to the Interior 
Department. 

A spokesman for the department 
announced that 11 oil and gas opera- 
tors have designated an additional 
594,666 acres off the coast of Louisi- 
ana and Texas as potential production 
areas. 


Leases To Be Offered On 
Outer Continental Shelf 


The Bureau of Land Management 
is expected to offer additional areas of 
the outer continental shelf for leasing 
in the near future. Nominations for 
acreage to be leased have been sub- 
mitted by the oil companies. 

To date the Department of Interior 
has leased approximately 500 thousand 
acres of oil and gas lands to offshore 
operators, and 25 thousand acres of 
potential sulphur lands. The leases 
have brought the federal government 
a total of $142,404,630.48 in bonus 
payments. Royalty payments, to begin 
soon, will swell this amount. 


California 


"Adequate Safeguards" Asked 
For Tidelands Development 

A state senate interim committee, 
headed by Sen. James E. Cunningham 
of San Bernardino, has recommended 
that California give the green light 
to offshore exploratory drilling, but 
that “adequate safeguards’” be main- 
tained against despoilation of recrea- 
tional areas. 

The provision of safeguards takes 
cognizance of protests from commun- 
ities such as Santa Barbara, Laguna 
Beach, San Clemente and Santa Mon- 
ica, where chamber of commerce 
spokesmen have requested complete 
restriction against drilling offshore 
from recreational areas. 

The committee pointed out that such 
restrictions would be both discrimina- 
tory, and would also bring about a 
reduction in revenues to the state. The 
committee indicated that only general 
guiding principles should be written 
into law, with the state lands com- 
mission given the power to adjudge 
individual cases. 

The report said that if restrictions 
were lifted, the safeguards were in- 
tended to prevent “frenzied, uncon- 
lrolled or unregulated wildcat oil de- 
velopment.” 
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The California Company’s new drill barge “S-55” will be the first to mount a 
multi-well derrick. It will be capable of drilling in water depths up to 75 feet, 
and will be similar in design to the “S-44” shown above. 


Multi-well derrick on 


New Calco Drill Barge 


_— California Company has un- 
der construction the first portable 
offshore drilling barge to mount a 
multi-well derrick. The unit is being 
build by Avondale Marine Ways, 
Inc. of New Orleans, and is similar 
in design to Calco’s S-44. Both the 
S-44 and the new unit—the S-55— 
were designed by Friede & Goldman, 
Inc., of New Orleans. 

The California Company has used 
multi-well derricks extensively in off- 
shore operations, which permits the 
drilling of several wells from the 
same platform without moving the 
derrick or drawworks. But prior 
drilling operations have been con- 
ducted from large template-type 
structures. The S-55 will be the first 
mobile drilling platform to utilize 
this innovation. 

The S-55 is of the elevated-deck, 
self-stabilizing type, raised and low- 
ered to the bottom by means of hy- 
draulically actuated corner pontoons, 
similar to the $-44. The lower hull, 
however, is of a radically new de- 
sign which presents a sloped side in 


all directions when on the bottom. 
This sloping-in effect combats two 
major drawbacks of the hull on bot- 
tom, namely, scouring and wave 
action. 

The lower hull, which forms the 
spread footing, is 190’ long x 150’ 
wide x 12’ deep. The upper structure 
is 180’ long x 90’ wide and con- 
tains the diesel-electric power plant, 
drilling equipment, bulk mud and 
cement storage. In addition to these 
items, air-conditioned quarters for 
eighty men are provided. 

The rig will be diesel-electric driv- 
en, and capable of drilling to more 
than 16,000 feet. The multiple-well 
derrick arrangement will allow The 
California Company to drill as many 
as four wells from the unit, without 
moving the barge, derrick, or draw- 
works. 

The distance from the ocean bed 
to the underside of the structure is 
90 feet, and will permit drilling in 
water 70-75 feet deep in non-hurri- 
cane season, and 45-50 feet deep dur- 
ing the hurricane season. 
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Offshore Pipeline Under 
Construction At Long Beach 


A unique offshore pipeline — one 
that will bring oil and gas ashore, and 
deliver mud, water and fuel to off- 
shore drilling rigs—is now under 
construction off Seal Beach. 

Actually, there will be four pipe- 
lines. An 8-in. main line, with a 
capacity of 10,000 barrels daily, will 
transport oil and gas*to an onshore 
separator for treatment and shipping. 
Three 3-in. lines will be used to carry 
fuel, water and mud to offshore drill- 
ing rigs, and for various testing pur- 
poses. 

The 10,500-ft. line, being laid by 
the Healey-Tibbitts Construction Com- 
pany and the Collins Construction 
Company, will serve four offshore 
wells belonging to Monterey Oil Com- 
pany and The Texas Company. Com- 
pletion will be about June 1. 

A spokesman for Monterey said 
two or three more wells will be 
ready for production by the time the 
submarine line is put into operation. 


Authority To Permit Offshore 
Drilling Islands Upheld 


The Third District Court of Ap- 
peals has upheld the state’s authority 
to grant permission for offshore drill- 
ing from artificial islands. 

The state recently leased 1175 acres 
in the California tidelands off Ventura 
County to the Richfield Oil Corpora- 
tion. Richfield plans to conduct ex- 
ploratory drilling from a man-made 
island, but the state’s action was chal- 
lenged by a suit instituted by a group 
of landowners in Santa Barbara 
County. 


Louisiana 
State Requests Bids On 
Eight Offshore Tracts 


The state mineral board has an- 
nounced the sale of leases on eight 
submerged tracts, varying in size from 
312.5 acres to 4,687.5 acres. All of 
the tracts are off the coast of Plaque- 
mines Parish, in the Main Pass Area 
and South Main Pass Area. 

Bids must be received on or before 
May 18. 


Phillips Potentials Offshore 


Cameron Parish Discovery 
Phillips Petroleum Company has 
potentialed its new gas-distillate dis- 
covery in the West Cameron Block 
40 area off the coast of Cameron Par- 
ish, La. 
The company’s No. 1-B State Lease 
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1436 flowed 2.4 million cubic feet 
of gas with 40 barrels of distillate on 
1l4-in. choke from 13,916-50 feet. 
The area has been designated a new 


field. 


Helicopters To Serve 


Bay Marchand Operations 

The California Company is the first 
major oil company to own and operate 
Sikorsky S-55 helicopter transports. 
Other companies have utilized the big 
rotary-wing aircraft on a lease basis, 
but Calco has now purchased two 
S-55’s to be used in connection with 
its Gulf operations. 

H. D. Stiles, chief pilot and direc- 
tor of Calco’s aviation division, will 
be in charge of ferrying crews to off- 
shore locations in the Bay Marchand 
area off Louisiana. 

Calco is constructing heliports on 


its various converted LST’s and drill- 
ing platforms to accommodate the air- 
craft. The helicopters will carry from 
eight to ten passengers, and are pow- 
ered with a Pratt & Whitney R-1320 
engine of 600 hp. 


Humble's Louisiana Sulphur 
Discovery Termed "Major" 


Humble Oil & Refining Company 
has evaluated its sulphur discovery 
in the Grand Isle area off the coast 
of Louisiana as a ‘‘major’”’ deposit. . 

The company announced the dis- 
covery more than a year ago, but de- 
clined to put an evaluation on it 
until more exploratory test wells 
were drilled. The DeLong-McDer- 
mott Drill Platform No. 1 was used 
in proving up the deposit. 











New Oil Community At Sea 


CATC Group’s giant new $1.5 million self-contained platform, 
which was recently installed approximately 18 miles off Grande Isle, 
La., is being used to drill an exploratory well in Grande Isle Block 47 
in 97 feet of water, the deepest water yet encountered by oil operators 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 


Fabricated in New Orleans in eight sections, it is 220’ x 109’ and 
weighs more than 1,600 tons. A helicopter is shown landing on the 
deck at left, which is also the roof of modern, air-conditioned quarters 
for 30 men. Also pictured on deck are storage facilities for pipe, mud, 
cement, fuel and all equipment needed for drilling. The Conoco- 
operated CATC Group can drill as many as nine wells from the plat- 
form, which is supported by 24 huge steel piles and towers 50’ 
above water level, high enough for protection from rough seas. 























FRESH WATER--- ON LOCATION! 


When the winds blow, and the waves rise, it can be 





pleasant to realize that one old worry is over. To 
owners of MECO distillation units, that is. They do 
not have men out trying to bring a water barge along- 
side a tender or platform. Notice the diesel powered 
unit pictured at the right. Compact, efficient, de- 
pendable, thoroughly proven. Materials: Non-ferrous, 
and of any alloy you prefer. Output: Any size you 
need. We are specialists at producing fresh water 


from seawater. Let us know your requirements. 





Manufactured by: 


This 300 GPH Unit is installed on the ERNIE MILLER 


MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


861 Carondelet St. NEW ORLEANS MAgnolia 7271 


OFFSHORE DRILLING EXPERIENCE 
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. . DIRECTED THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BOAT 
Built by Consolidated Ship Yard, Inc., of Corpus Christi, Texas, Powered with two 6-110 GM diesel engines, the Gus Ill is built 
this powerful, rugged crew-cargo boat, GUS Ill, is tailor-made to go out and stay out —in any kind of weather. It is extremely 
for the Gulf operations of the C. G. Glasscock Tidelands Oil seaworthy, and its cruising speed of 14 knots makes 4 ideal for 
. . el transporting rig personnel, fuel, water and other supplies to off- 

Co. — pioneers in offshore drilling. shore drilling sites. 
Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Steel Fabrication Complete Repair Facilities — Wood and Steel 


200 Ton Vertical Lift Dry Dock 


Cousolidated Shipp Yard, Tue. 


NAVIGATION BOULEVARD @© CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 
P. O. Box 802 
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Shell Completes Unique 
Salt Dome Discovery 


Shell Oil Company has completed 
a unique discovery well on the north 
flank of the Cote Blanche Island salt 
dome in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana. 
The well is the first to be completed 
after drilling through nearly 13,000 
feet of a salt dome to emerge into a 
producing formation. 


The well, Shell’s Caffery et al 
No. 1, is the first producer on the 
north flank of the Cote Blanche salt 
dome. On production test, it flowed 
at the rate of 1.8 million cubic feet 
of gas and 33 barrels of 41 gravity 
distillate per day under 5,450 psi 
pressure through a 1/8-in. chokz 
from an interval of 16,410-15 feet. 
It was drilled to a total depth of 
16,470 feet. 

Success of the well is a trib- 
ute to the work of the company’s 
geologists and geophysicists and 
drilling personnel. To pick the 
successful location, they combined 
unusual subsurface and geophysical 
data. They calculated very precisely 
the contour of the somewhat mush- 
room-shaped overhang of the salt 
dome, and selected a location well 
within the perimeter of the top of 
the salt dome so that the hole would 
emerge at the estimated depth of the 
producing sand at a place near 








COTE 
SAL'T 






APPROX. 12,500 FEET 


THIS SIMPLIFIED DRAWING of the underground formations of the Cote 
Blanche saJt dome shows how the Shell Oil Company drilled its unusual dis- 
covery well through nearly 13,000 feet of salt before hitting the producing sand. 
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A Sikorsky S-55, one of the two purchased by The California Company, is 
shown en route from Bridgeport, Conn., to New Orleans. Calco will use the 
rotary-winged aircraft in connection with offshore oil operations. 


CAFFERY ET AL No.i 


BLANCHE 
DOME 


OIL or GAS SANDS 


enough to the side of the salt dome 
where the tilted rock formations 
would form a petroleum trap. Shell’s 
previous drilling experience in the 
Weeks Island salt dome was help- 
ful in accomplishing this technical 
achievement. 


The well was spudded in on Oc- 
tober 6, 1954, and eight days later 
hit the top of the salt dome at 565 
feet. On the 54th day of drilling, it 
emerged from the salt at 12,988 feet, 
close to the depth previously esti- 
mated by the geological and geo- 
physical studies. 
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Texas 


International Oil Exposition 
Attracts 500 Exhibitors 


Houston’s mammoth international 
oil show, which will get underway on 
May 3 and run through May 8, has 
already attracted over 400 exhibitors 
from 22 states and five foreign coun- 
tries — and the figure is expected to 
reach 500 beforethe closing date. 
More than 2,000 
people will be 
needed to man the 
exhibit booths, ac- 
cording to Duane 
Ellis, president of 
the exposition. 

It will be Hous- 
ton’s first oil show 
in 16 years, and 
will be staged in 
the newly air- 
conditioned Sam 
Houston Coliseum and adjoining out- 
door areas. The list of states to be 
represented includes New York, Cali- 
fornia, Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Illinois, Ohio, 
New Jersey, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Mis- 
souri, Indiana, Kansas, Utah, Con- 
necticut, Delaware, Alabama and 
Minnesota. 


Foreign nations expected to have 
representatives are Great Britain, 
France, Canada, Germany and Mexico. 
More are expected to make reserva- 
tions before show time. 


Exhibits will feature the most mod- 
ern developments in exploration, drill- 
ing, transportation and processing 
methods and equipment. Exhibits will 
include the latest in portable drilling 
rigs, swamp buggies, offshore installa- 


DUANE ELLIS 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Left: Cassion-type well protector 
jacket loaded on barge for delivery 
to drill site at sea. Bottom: A batter- 
pile jacket. Note 25-foot plated area. 


Well-Protector Jackets 


4 provision of a well-protector 
jacket for each well has to be 
given careful consideration, as it 
constitutes a relatively large portion 
of the total cost of a 9,000-ft. well, 
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by H. D. COX 
Shell Oil Company 


which is the approximate average 
depth of the six wells drilled by 
(the drill barge) Mr. Charlie. 

The initial caisson-type well jacket 
shown in the drawing at right was 
designed to withstand the forces from 
a breaking wave and to provide sup- 
port for the well head. Prior to in- 
stallation of the jacket, a soil boring 
was taken in the general vicinity of 
the proposed well site and it was 
found that the soil had an average 
shear strength of 250 p.s.f. near the 
mud line. The caisson jacket consisted 
of a 15-ft. diameter steel cylinder 
45-ft. long, designed to penetrate the 
mud bottom 10-ft. and extend 10-ft. 
above Mean Gulf Level. The jacket 
was made up as a cellular box girder, 
with a 10-ft. diameter inner steel cyl- 
inder rigidly braced to the outer cais- 
son with webs and 4-in. pipe which 
also formed a template for driving 
eight 16-in. piles. 

A derrick barge was used to install 


This is an excerpt from a paper 
entitled “Operation of Mobile Drill- 
ing Units Offshore,” presented by 
Mr. Cox before the Offshore Session 
of the API meeting in New Orleans, 
March 11, 1955. 


the jacket. When first set, the jacket 
settled approximately 18-ft. into the 
bottom of its own weight (48 tons), 
forcing the timber mate (10-ft. above 
the bottom of the caisson) 8-ft. into 
the mud. Soil conditions were worse 
than indicated by the soil boring and 
it was necessary to drive the eight 
16-in. piling to a penetration of 
170-ft. into the bottom. Because of 
the extremely poor soil conditions, 
the jacket oscillated perceptibly dur- 
ing very mild seas, and approximately 
one month after installation it sank 
14-ft. or to a minus 9-ft. below Mean 
Gulf Level during a storm which pro- 
duced eight to ten foot seas at the well 
site. 


Failure of the jacket . . . Failure 
of the jacket was progressive and oc- 
curred over a 12-hour period. As the 
waves built up, the arc through which 
the top of the jacket traveled increased 
proportionally, and field personnel 
who witnessed the failure estimated a 
maximum arc travel of 6-in. occurred 
before the jacket sank beneath the 
water. 

The structure was designed to 
withstand the forces from a breaking 
wave, including a safety factor which 
was considered adequate to compen- 
sate for the continuous cyclic wave 
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loading which actually existed. How- 
ever, an exact engineering design anal- 
ysis of a structure to withstand con- 
tinuous cyclic wave loading is a very 
dificult problem, and _ experience 
gained with other protector jackets has 
shown that one answer to the prob- 
lem is in the provision of plated area 
designed to extend into the mud bot- 
tom. So far as the author knows, the 
subject of continuous cyclic loading 
on structures comparable to well-pro- 
tector jackets has never been thor- 
oughly investigated. Failure of the 
caisson jacket apparently occurred as 
the result of the continuous cyclic 
loading from the waves which pro- 
gressively broke the skin friction of 
the piling to a depth sufficient to cause 
the structure and piles to sink 14-ft. 
It is interesting to note that a pull 
test was made on an unpinned pile 
prior to the failure of the structure, 
and a pull of 104 thousand pounds 
failed to move the pile. 


The caisson jacket has since been 
repaired by installing a template-type 
extension to the structure. 

The caisson-type structure was se- 
lected primarily because it offered 
somewhat greater protection from col- 
lision from floating vessels and also 
provided a shielding effect for landing 
operating personnel during periods 
of rough weather. However, the area 
exposed to wave action is large com- 
pared with a template-type structure. 


Below left: A _ batter-pile jacket is 
positioned at the well site. Location 
is the South Pass Black 27 Field off 
Plaquemines Parish, La. Right: A 
4-pile template-type jacket for 30-feet 
of water. 
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JACKET AS INSTALLED 


JACKET AFTER FAILURE 
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CAISSON-TYPE PROTECTOR JACKET 


Therefore, the next structures were 
of the batter-pile type as shown in 
the accompanying illustrations. 


Batter-pile type . . « These struc- 
tures are 1714-ft. square and contain 
four 16-in. diameter vertical piles and 
eight 16-in. diameter batter piles 
which have a batter of approximate- 
ly one foot in 7-ft. A special feature 
of these jackets was the provision of 
25-ft. of plated area designed to ex- 
tend into the bottom. The plate was 
designed to dampen out the continu- 
ous cyclic wave loads and to give the 
structure added lateral stability. 





The batter-pile jackets are put to 
grade by using a 60-ft. by 24-ft. by 
6-ft. water barge which is set on top 
of the structures and filled with 
enough water to push the jackets into 
the bottom. The average total weight 
required to push each structure to 
gtade, including the weight of the 
structure, is 120 tons. Each of the 
twelve 16-in. diameter piles in the 
batter-pile jacket is driven to a pene- 
tration of approximately 190-ft. Ex- 
perience, plus additional soil borings, 
indicated that a pile penetration of 


(Continued on next page) 











Make the two way test! 


Compare the Boat — 
Compare the Price 


BLOUNT GIVES MORE 
FOR YOUR DOLLAR 





64’-6” Tanker, U.S.C.G. Coastal, 9 knots 
1000 bbl., with F. M. Diesel.............$39,500. 











60’-0” Utility Vessel. A fine craft, under 
tonnage, | 1-12 knots, Single GM 6-71 .. 
$29,000. Twin GM 6-71... .$3,000. 





64’-6” Seismographic Boat, U.S.C.G. Gulf, 
Twin 6-110s, 12 knots, Fine crew accommo- 


dations 


$69,000. 


; 
L L 











120’-0” Offshore Cargo Boat, U.S.C.G. Gulf, 
3600 bbl. water, cargo, Twin GM 880 HP. 
$197,000. 


Our proximity to the manufacturers and steel 
mills of eastern U. S. allows us to purchase basic 
material used in ship construction at a cost well 
below the average. This together with the crafts- 
manship of industrial New England's skilled work- 
man assures you a better boat at tremendous sav- 
ings. COMPARE THE BOAT—COMPARE THE 
PRICE and you will choose a U.S.C.G. approved 
boat built of steel by Blount. We shall be 
pleased to design and quote on any vessel to 
meet your precise requirements. 


Prices Include Delivery to The Gulf 


Blount Marine 
Corporation 
Warren, Rhode Island 


Designers and builders of fine 
vessels in use on both coasts. 
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Caisson-type well protector jacket in the slot of Odeco’s drill barge MR. 
CHARLIE. The jacket later sunk fourteen feet, or a minus nine feet below 
Mean Gulf Level. A template-type extension was added to the structure. 


Well-Protector Jackets 


(Continued from page 23) 


190-ft. is required to obtain the need- 
ed pile capacity. 


Four-pile template type . . . In 
an effort to reduce the cost of well- 
protector jackets a 4-pile template 
structure has been designed. Experi- 
ence in designing the caisson and 
batter-type structures, plus their per- 
formance under continuous cyclic wave 
loading, has demonstrated the effec- 
tiveness of the plated area on the 
batter-pile jackets; and this feature 
has been incorporated in the design 
of the 4-pile structure. It is estimated 
that the 4-pile structure can be. in- 
stalled at the well site for approxi- 
mately 60 percent of the average cost 
of the average batter-pile jacket. 


Well head location Well 
heads are located as close to the top 
of the well jacket as possible and are 
rigidly connected to the jackets. Fail- 
ure of the caisson-type jacket con- 
firmed the need for this connection 
as the well head standing unsupported 
oscillated appreciably under the action 
of very mild waves. The reason for 
completing the wells so low to the 
structure is to take advantage of the 


strength of the jacket to help support 
the well head. Also, the crest of any 
breaking wave which could occur in 
this water depth will pass above the 
well head; and as the maximum forces 
of any breaking wave occur near its 
crest, the well head will be subjected 
to the relatively mild forces which 
exist well below the crest. 

All six of the completed wells in 
the South Pass Block 27 Field (off 
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana) have 
their well heads attached to the jack- 
ets and have withstood 16-ft. waves 
without any apparent difficulty. The 
top of the drive pipe is located at 
plus 10-ft. Mean Gulf Level, the cas- 
ing hanger flange is located at approx- 
imately plus 14-ft. Mean Gulf Level, 
and the top of the Xmas tree is lo- 
cated at approximately plus 18-ft. 
Mean Gulf Level. 


Conclusion The provision 
of plated area around the bottom of 
well-protector jackets designed to ex- 
tend below the mud line is one meth- 
od of designing well jackets to suc- 
cessfully withstand continuous cyclic 
wave loading when founded in ex- 
tremely soft soil. 
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Fire Prevention On 


Offshore Drilling Rigs 


by PAUL W. EBERHARDT, Vice-President 
Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 


@ Proper equipment and precautions are musts at an offshore 
drill site, where a sea-going rig and auxiliaries may represent 
an investment of several millions. 


@ The hazards inherent to the industrial-living aspects of 
“island” life make a _ sensible fire prevention program 


imperative. 


ITH the costs of offshore drill- 

ing running at an estimated one 
million dollars per well and _ losses 
from down time averaging thousands 
of dollars per day, prudent oilmen are 
surveying operations for factors which 
could cause severe damage or inter- 
rupt operations. 

The possibility of fire is one that 
must always be considered. Not only 
are conditions set for all three classes 
of fires on an offshore drilling ‘‘is- 
land’, but at sea there is no fire de- 
partment: to call . . . you're on your 
own. 


Let's ignore the possibility of fire 
occurring at a blowout as that’s a fire 
extinguishing job which calls for un- 
usual equipment and specialists, but 
review the hazards inherent to the 
industrial-living aspects of “island’’ 
life and the attendant boats and barges 
which serve. it. 


First of all you have flammable li- 
quids present ; second, electrical equip- 
ment; and finally, normal combustibles 
such as wood, paper, and cloth. Ac- 
tually, the fire hazards found in a 


(Continued on page 38) 


Fire can cause terrific damage at sea. The drill barge (right), with its 
collapsed superstructure, suffered extensive damage when a well blew out and 


caught fire. 


Built-in, automatic carbon dioxide systems often are installed in spaces con- 
taining machinery, motors, or flammable liquids. The rate-of-temperature-rise 
acts on a fire detector element, triggering pressurized carbon dioxide to smother 
the flame. Note Multijet nozzles in ceiling at right. 
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Phones: Filmore 1-1644 
Filmore 1-1645 
Filmore 1-1646 


Phones: HEmlock 9-942! 
HEmlock 9-9422 
HEmlock 9-9423 


"We Appreciate Your Business” 








Engines or Generator Sets for 
Cotinuous or Stand-by Service 
Check these MURPHY DIESEL ad- 


vantages for your application 


@ Rugged, heavy-duty type engine — best for ma- 
rine and offshore service, assures long life with 
less servicing. 


@ "True" diesel operation and unit fuel injection 
get the most power out of every drop of fuel. 


@ Hydraulic servo-type governor provides instan- 
taneous response to load changes — protects the 
engine if lubricating oil pressure drops. 






DIESEL 


Engines and power units 
90 to 240 H P. Electrical 


generating sets 60 to 140 K.W., A.C. or D.C. 


Gulf Engineering Co., Inc. 


1000 S. PETERS STREET 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
Phone CAnal 4421 


Night—WaAlnut 3898 











Wrought Iron Pipe, 
Stainless Steel Pipe, 
Carbon and Low Al- 
loy Pipe, Steel Plate 
Fabrication, Field 
Welding Service 


Oil and Water Well Casing, 
Industrial and Special Pipe, 
Oil, Gas and Water Line Pipe, 
Pontoon and Shore Dredging 
Pipe, Pipe Line Repair Items 























Main Office & Plant: 
P. O. Box 546 
311 - 27th Street 

Bat ope se HOUSTON, TEXAS 


CApitol 7759 
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KANE BOILER WORKS, INC. 
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Russian Geologist Tells Of 
Poisonous Black Sea Basin 


Leonid P. Smirnow, 54-year-old 
Russian geologist who has hunted 
for oil and uranium from the Soviet 
Arctic to New Mexico, told dele- 
gates of the New York Oil Finders 
Convention of the poisonous Black 
Sea Basin, characteristics of which 
may lead to a greater knowledge of 
petroleum formation. 


In his paper on the Black Sea 
Basin, Smirnow pointed out that the 
peculiar accumulation of organic 
matter found there may present im- 
portant clues in the further study 
of oil formation. The water of the 
Black Sea, poisoned by hydrogen 
sulfide to almost its full depth of 
6,000 feet, contains oxygen only to 
a depth of 450-550 feet. The heavy 
deposits of organic matter on the 
bottom of the sea are in its shallow 
portion, where the water still con- 
tains oxygen and where fresh water 
from rivers flows in. 


Mr. Smirnow, former Soviet ge- 
ologist, told about oil-bearing basins 
on the eastern edge of the Russian 
“platform,” the so-called Second 
Baku or Ural-Volga Region. He said 
the area, heavily built up after 
World War II, produces approxi- 
mately 600,000 barrels of oil daily, 
about half Russia’s total production. 
Smirnow helped explore the region 
before being captured by the Ger- 
mans in 1942. He came to the 
United States in search of freedoom 
in October 1949 and is soon to be- 
come an American citizen. 


Shell Names Payne Chief 


Development Engineer 


J. M. Payne has been named chief 
development engineer in Shell Oil 
Company's technical service division, 
it was announced by J. Chalmers, 
manager. 

Formerly senior mechanical en- 
gineer, Mr. Payne replaces J. R. 
McEntee, who was recently ap- 
pointed chief mechanical engineer 
on Shell's Houston area exploration 
and production staff. 

Moving up into Mr. Payne’s for- 
mer position is F. D. Leigh, who 
has been serving as division me- 
chanical engineer at Hobbs. New 
Mexico. 

A native of Temple and a grad- 
uate of the University of Texas, Mr. 
Payne joined Shell in 1944 and held 
various engineering posts before be- 
ing named senior mechanical en- 
gineer in 1953. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF OFFSHORE STRUCTURES 


It has previously been noted that 
this series of articles deals with the 
classification of offshore drilling struc- 
tures under three seperate categories: 
(1) the amount of equipment located 
on the structure, (2) the degree of 
mobility and method of installation, 
and (3) the method of support. 

The first two methods of classifica- 
tion have been covered, and this sum- 
mary will deal with classification by 
the method of support. 


Piling Support Structures 


Unbraced piles . . . The unbraced 
pile structure is generally some type of 
mobile unit. However, it could also 
be a stationary structure. One difficul- 
ty with the unbraced pile structure is 
that the bending moments in the piles 
are higher, since there is no lateral 
bracing. Also, higher pile penetration 
is necessary Owing to the lack of sup- 
plementary bearing support. The pri- 
mary advantage of the unbraced-pile- 
type structure is its relatively simple 
design. 

Template with small number of 
piles . . . The template structure, 
having a small number of piles, is 
generally a stationary tender-type or 
self-contained structure. The advan- 
tages of this type of structure are the 
simpler fabrication practices, more 
rapid installation, and salvage, and 
more convenient cathodic protection. 
Some of the disadvantages are the 
higher pile loads, which generally 
become critical from a_ soil-bearing 
standpoint rather than from a stress 
standpoint, and the heavier deck sec- 
tion necessary to span the greater dis- 
tance between the piles. 

Template with large number of 
piles .. . The template type of struc- 
ture utilizing a large number of piles 
has the advantage of using lighter 
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by RICHARD J. HOWE 
Shell Oil Company 


deck sections and having lower pile 
loading and penetrations. It may also 
be made up from smaller units, one 
or more of which can be left on loca- 
tion as a production platform. These 
units are always stationary tender-type 
or self-contained platforms. The fab- 
rication costs of these platforms are 
usually higher than the ones utilizing 
a small numer of piles and the sal- 
vage costs are also generally higher 
because of the large number of piles 
to be removed. 
Hull Support Structures 

Thick lower hull . . . A structure 
being supported by a thick lower hull 
is subject to relatively severe differen- 
tial pressure head forces which may 
cause lateral resistance problems. There 
is also a problem of obtaining sufh- 
cient overturning resistance by hull 
support alone, particularly where bot- 
tom scour is involved. These struc- 
tures have the advantage of relatively 
good structural moment resistance at 
the upper part of the hull and fixity 
for the structural members which con- 
nect the lower hull with the drilling 
deck. This type of structure is also 
relatively easily moved to a new loca- 
tion. These structures are generally of 
the mobile, submersible type, usually 
with pontoons to obtain the necessary 
sinking stability. 

Thin lower hull . . . Hull support 
structures with a thin lower hull have 
the advantage of low pressure forces 
on their hulls and lower fabrication 
costs. However, there are certain rob- 
lems associated with building suflacient 
strength into these thin hulls to resist 
the moments placed on the hull by 
the members which connect the drill- 
ing deck with the hull. As in the case 
of thick-hulled units, the bearing prob- 
lems caused by overturning moments 
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and lateral resistance can be serious. 
Most of the structures with thin lower 
hulls are mobile units of the elevating 
barge type. However, the units with 
thin outrigger pontoons which com- 
pletely support the unit in the floating 
and sinking positions, and then are 
lowered to the bottom for bearing sup- 
port, could also be classified in this 
category. 

Divided lower hull . . . The struc- 
tures having a divided lower hull ex- 
perience very low differential pressure 
head forces on the lower hull. How- 
ever, there are certain problems which 
tend to offset this advantage. There 
is generally less hull area, and there- 
fore severe bearing problems may de- 
velop. There are also problems asso- 
ciated with the lateral resistance of 
these units together with their over- 
turning resistance. Usually structures 
with divided lower hulls are mobile 
units of the elevating or elevated type. 
Structures utilizing towers with no 
piling fall into this category. 

Piling Plus Hull Support Structures 


Piling with thick lower hull... 
The use of piling with a thick lower 
hull removes some of the overturning 
and lateral resistance problems asso- 
ciated with the thick lower hull struc- 
tures being used without piling. These 
units are somewhat more expensive. 
but they are more flexible in their ap- 
plication. One elevated mobile unit 
of this type, which is capable of drill- 
ing in 100 feet of water, has recently 
been completed. 

Piling with thin lower hull... 
Here again the use of piling with a 
thin lower hull reduces the problems 
of lateral resistance and overturning 
moments. There is also a possibliity 


(Continued on next page) 
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PILING SUPPORT STRUCTURE 
WITH UNBRACED PILING 
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PILING SUPPORT STRUCTURE WITH TEMPLATE 
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For the Life of Your Structure 


INTEGRITY, ABILITY IN 
COATING APPLICATIONS 


Coating and maintenance are deciding 
factors in whether an offshore structure 
will continue to be or be short- 
lived due to cor To keep down 
maintenance » coating must be 
applied prope 

Vapor Honing Company, Inc. uses all 
known te es to check out and in- 


sure a ect coating job. We offer 
the t srrosion protection for your 
wamp and Gulf Coast equip- 





Experienced coating applicators of all types coating. 


VAPOR HONING 


Phone UN 0476 


COMPANY, INC. 


Member NACE Phone Fi 1-2712 
Box 7734 Box 93 
7018 Katy Road Peters Road 
Houston, Texas Harvey, La. 











BIG AND 


Four of these 135-foot twin-screw all-steel welded diesel cargo boats 
will soon be serving offshore operators in the Gulf of Mexico. Designed 


to carry 3500 barrels of drilling w 


VERSATILE! 


ater to offshore rigs and haul oilfield 


supplies, they will also do offshore towing of drilling barges and act as 


standby tugs. Approved for coa 


stwise operation, they may be used 


anywhere in the Gulf of Mexico or Caribbean. 


Now under construction at the Arnold V. Walker Shipyard in Pasca- 
goula, Miss., two of these versatile 135-foot supply ships will be ready 


for service in late May. 


SEA SERVICE, 


P. O. Box 51 


INC. 


Harvey, La. 




















Contract ; Feeding & Housekeeping 


‘C2277 


for 
@ Quarter boats 
® Drilling barges 
® Rig tenders 
® Geophysical boats 
Write, Wire or Call for Proposal 


MARINE CATERING SERVICE, INC. 


Fred A. Alleman — Pete Menge — G. P. "Hoppy” A 


Peters Road Box 347 


Phone FI llmore 1-3426-7 


Harvey, La. 
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Classification ... 


(Continued from page 27) 


that the piling could be used to sta- 
bilize the unit while moving on loca- 
tion by raising the metacentric height. 
Although the mobility of the unit is 
somewhat hampered by the installation 
and removal time required for the 
piling, in some locations it is im- 
possible to develop that lateral and 
overturning resistance to withstand 
reasonably severe storm conditions 
without the use of piling. One pro- 
posed elevating-deck unit with a thin 
lower hull utilizes piling only during 
hurricane season. 

Piling with divided lower hull .. . 
The use of piling with a divided 
lower hull has the same advantages as 
that with thick and thin lower hulls. 
Units with widely separated towers 
which are held down by piling fall 
in this category. 

(This is the last of three articles by 
Mr. Richard J. Howe, of the Shell Oil 
Company. The two previous articles, 
covering classification of offshore drill- 
ing structures by the amount of equip- 
ment located on the structure, and by 
the degree of mobility and method of 
installation, appeared in earlier issues 
of OFFSHORE OPERATIONS). 





Oil Exposition . . . 
(Continued from page 21) 
tions, geophysical instruments 
many other kinds of equipment. 
Levingston Shipbuilding Company, 
of Orange, Texas, will exhibit a scale 
model of its latest offshore drilling 
tender with derrick, complete down 
to a helicopter landing deck with 
helicopter and illuminated windsock. 
Admission is free by invitation to 
men and women in all branches of 
the oil industry. Tickets may be ob- 
tained from manufacturers or by writ- 
ing to the Exposition, 1416 Melrose 
Building, Houston. 


and 





Stanolind Stakes Gulf 


Wildcat Off Galveston 


Stanolind Oil & Gas Company 
has made location for a deep Gulf 
of Mexico wildcat 15 miles east of 
Galveston and 9 miles from its 14,- 
000-ft. duster drilled last year. The 
company’s well No. 1-B, OCS Lease 
0279, State Lease 31604, will be in 
47 feet of water. Proposed depth is 
10,000-ft. 

An 82’ x 83’ platform will be 
erected on the location, equipped 
with a 173.5’ derrick. The platform 
will stand approximately 40’ above 
the water. A company tender, the 
Stanolind 50, will service the plat- 
form. 
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This 
model cruiser is capable of speeds up 
to 22 mph. It is now being used as a 
pumper-gauger transport in the ma- 
rine oilfields of Louisiana. 


29-foot diesel-powered stock 


For Marine oilfield use .. . 


A 29-Foot Diesel-Powered Stock Cruiser 


Clear Creek Boat Yard's converted stock model may be answer 
to cutting costs of utility transportation in the inshore fields 


LEAR CREEK Boat Yard of Ke- 
mah, Texas, has successfully in- 
stalled diesel power in a converted 
29-foot stock model cruiser—and the 
fast, trim craft may be the answer 
to shaving critical costs in the trans- 
portation of utility personnel in the 
inshore oilfields. Now in service as 
a pumper-gauger transport in South 
Louisiana, the 29-foot Eloise has 


turned in an excellent performance 
record. 


Conversion of a smaller stock 
model to diesel power is nothing 
new. It has been tried before, with- 
out notable success. But J. M. Sharp 
and E. R. Elwood, co-owners of 
Clear Creek Boat Yard, decided that 
it could be done—even though the 
problem had stumped designers and 
engineers all over the country. 


The boat yard specializes in re- 
modeling, refinishing, engine instal- 
lations and repairs on both steel and 
wood hull vessels. The partners 
chose a stock model Chris Craft 
cruiser because they were familiar 
with its design and performance. 
From experience, they knew the 
Chris Craft hull with its double- 
plank bottom would take a terrific 
amount of punishment. 


The cabin of the cruiser was ex- 
tended and enclosed, and a bulkhead 
set aft with a passageway. A GM 
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News from the 


SHIPY ARDS 





4-71 inclined diesel engine, rated at 
140 hp. and supplied by Stewart & 
Stevenson, Inc. of Houston, was in- 
stalled with a service slot in the bulk- 
head. Reduction is 14:1, and the 
Eloise swings a 20-in. propeller. 


The weight of the diesel engine— 
about twice that of a gasoline engine 
—was an important factor. But to 
demonstrate the success of the in- 
stallation, the Eloise planes at 1500 
rpm carrying a full complement of 
passengers and with fuel tanks filled 
to capacity. The boat has a top 
speed of 22 mph, and cruises at 18 
mph. Maneuverability is good at low 
speed, forward or reverse, with or 
against the torque. 


Converted for a major oil com- 
pany, the Eloise was given extensive 
trial runs, over a period of several 
weeks, before going on the job as a 
pumper-gauger transport in the ma- 
rine oilfields of South Louisiana. No 
flaw was detected in the boat’s per- 
formance. The job record has been 
perfect, as well. 





The successful conversion of a 
small, fast stock boat to diesel power 
will find many applications in the 
inshore oilfields. The cruiser may 
be used by a toolpusher, or by other 
supervisory personnel for shuttle 
runs. It will carry six passengers in 
safety and comfort, and could be 
used to transport rig personnel to 
and from drill sites in the inland seas 
and marshes, where locations are 
accessible by water. 





The converted Chris Craft is powered 

with this inclined 4-71 GM diesel en- - 
gine, with a service slot in the bulk- 

head at the top of the picture. The 

weight is about twice that of a gaso- 

line engine. 
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ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 

paces progress in offshore construction 
This 135-ft. supply ship, the first of four being built by the Arnold V. Walker 
Shipyard for Sea Service, Inc., will be a distinguished addition to the offshore 
fleet . . . Experience plus engineering and designing ability enables the Arnold 


V. Walker Shipyard to build anything for offshore use. If you are interested in one 
shipyard that can handle all your construction problems . . . call us! 


ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 


Tugs, Towboats, Barges, Dredges, Repairs, Marine Railway 
Phone 1190 PASCAGOULA, MISS. P. O. Box 352 








This protective coating withstood 
the ravages of the sea 


28 months ... 
WITHOUT A FAILURE! 


~<a is a protective asphaltic coating. 

is — 

@ Non-flamable @ Odorless 

@ Flexible 

@ Cures from inside @ Keeps rust out 

@ Suitable for over-painting @ Sprayable 

@ Requires little maintenance @ Adheres 
better 


For a proven solution to corrosion problems on 
offshore structures, ask for — 





non-flammable 


FARLEY COMPANY, 








CENAC TOWING C0. e Crude Oil Transportation 


e Deck Barges 


a 





e Water Barges 
e Drilling Barge Moving 


e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 


Houma Louisiana 
Phone: 8908 
4034 
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Oil Man’s Calendar 
For May 


1-4—American Institute of Chemical Engi- 
neers, Shamrock Hotel, Houston. 


1-4—-Liquefied Petroleum Gas Assn. (annual 
convention), Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago. 


2-4—-United State Chamber of Commerce 
(annual meeting), Washington. 


2-4—-American Geophysical Union (annual 
meeting), Washington. 


2-4—-American Petroleum Institute (Evapo- 
ration Loss Committee and Subcommittee 
meetings), Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


4-6-American Inst. of Electrical Engineers 
(Middle Eastern District meeting No. 2), 
Deshler-Hilton Hotel, Columbus, Ohio. 


8-10--Empire State Petroleum Assn. (annual 
convention and trade exhibit), Biltmore Hotel, 
New York. 


9-10—-American Gas Association (gas sup- 
ply, transmission, storage conference), Wm. 
Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh. 


9-12—American Petroleum Institute (Divi- 
sion of Refining midyear meeting), Jefferson 
Hotel, St. Louis. 


11-12--Pacific Coast Gas Association (gas 
supply and transmission conference), Palm 
Springs, Calif. 


11-13—-American Petroleum Institute (Divi- 
sion of Production, Eastern District Spring 
meeting), Wm. Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh. 


14-22—-World Wide Chemical Plant and 
Equipment Exposition and Congress, Frank- 
furt, Germany. 


15-17—-Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 
(Spring convention), Bedford Springs Hotel, 
Bedford. 

15-20—National Tank Truck Carriers, Inc. 
(annual convention), Mark Hopkins Hotel, 
San Francisco. 


16-18—-American Petroleum Institute (Divi- 
sion of Marketing, Lubrication Committee), 
The Greenbrier, White Sulphur’ Springs, 
W. Va. 


16-18—American Petroleum Institute (Divi- 
sion of Transportation, Products Pipe Line 
Conference), Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


16-18—Southern Gas Association (annual 
meeting), New Orleans. 


16-20—-National Fire Protection Assn., Neth- 
erlands Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati. 


17-19—Pennsylvania Gas Assn., Pocono 
Manor Inn, Pocono Manor, Pa. 


19-20—-National Industrial Conference Board, 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York. 

23-25—-American Petroleum Institute (Divi- 
sion of Marketing midyear meeting), Chase 
& Park Piaza Hotels, St. Louis. 


26-27—AIME (Rocky Mt. Petroleum Sections 
joint meeting), Shirley Savoy Hotel, Denver. 


26-27—-Kentucky Oil & Gas Assn. (annual 
meeting), Lafayette Hotel, Lexington. 


30-June 1—Chemical Institute of Canada 
(38th annual conference and exhibition), Que- 
bec, Canada. 


Henderson Buys Meco Fleet 


Bill Henderson, president of Sea 
Service, Inc., has announced the pur- 
chase by his company of four off- 
shore vessels from the Mechanical 
Equipment Company of New Or- 
leans. 

The craft include three 65-foot 
crew boats—Sea Driller, Shell Drill- 
er and Meco Driller (See OFF- 
OPERATIONS, March, 1955)—and 
the 121-foot supply boat, Pelican 
Driller. 

All of the vessels are powered 
with Buda diesel marine engines, and 
are at work for Shell Oil Company. 
Sea Service, Inc. has headquarters in 
Harvey, La. 
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Gulfport’s new 45-foot offshore crew boat, shown during recent trial runs, has 
a top speed of 23 mph and a cruising speed of 21 mph. It is outfitted on a par 
with the finest yacht afloat. 


For executive personnel . 
A Fabulous 45. Rocker 


Gulfport's new luxury crew boat combines speed and strength 
in an offshore transport that will compare with the finest yacht 


Gulfport Shipbuilding Corpora- 
tion of Port Arthur, Texas, has de- 
signed and constructed an all-steel 
twin-screw diesel-powered crew boat 
that is fabulous in every respect. 
inclined GM 
6-71s, supplied by Stewart & Stev- 
enson, Inc. of Houston, the Ottilie 
has a top speed of 23 mph and a 
cruising speed of 21 mph. Built 
especially for marine oilfield service, 
the Ottilie is outfitted on a part with 
the finest yacht afloat. 


Powered with two 


Fine offshore equipment is a tradi- 
tion at Gulfport, where engineers 
are continually experimenting with 
new designs and new techniques. The 
Ottilie was developed from an ex- 
perimental model. The engineers 
liked the lines, and sent a model to 
the University of Michigan for tank 
tests. The reports were favorable, 
giving the model a high perform- 
ance rating, so construction on the 
Ottilie was started. 


Dimensions . . . As designed and 
constructed by Gulfport, the Ottilie 
has a length overall of 45 feet. She 
is 13’3” wide, with a depth amidship 
of 714’. Draft is 33”. 


Construction . . 
is 3/16-in. 


MAY, 1955 


. Shell plating 
The deck plating is 


1/8-in. A 1/4-in. plate on the bot- 
tom runs from the transom up to the 
stern tubes, for added strength. The 
house is beautifully finished in ma- 
hogany. Furniture and sheeting are 
also mahogany, and the luxury motif 
has been carried out with a fire-re- 
sistant plastic headliner. The exterior 
is completely metallized. 


. . The Ottilie has 
mechanical steering with automatic 
pilot, RCA radio telephone, and 
depth recorder. It is equipped with 
galley, head, and has sleeping ac- 
commodations for six. 
is 400 gallons. 


Auxiliaries . 


Fuel capacity 


The arrangement and accommoda- 
tions of the Otillie make it ideal for 


executive personnel use. A second 
stock model is now under construc- 
tion, and will be licensed by the 
U. S. Coast Guard to carry 21 pas- 
sengers for hire. 


The Gulfport Shipbuilding Cor- 
poration builds many types of equip- 
ment for marine oilfield use—der- 
rick barges, tugs, dredges, cargo 
barges, drilling platforms and well- 
head structures, and fast, rugged 
cruisers for the inshore oilfields. The 
company has built an impressive total 
of 86 102-ft. and 105-ft. tugs. 





FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS ... 
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L. F. GAUBERT & CO. 


700 S. Broad St. New Orleans, La. 














THERE 1S 
NO SUBSTITUTE 
FOR EXPERIENCE! 


Complete facilities for 
all type fabricating- 
machining requirements. 


JUstin 0591 
6022 Chocolate Bayou Rd. 
P. 0. Box 14471 
HOUSTON 21, TEXAS 
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PLATFORM 
CRANE 
SPECIALISTS 





New & Used Cranes for Platforms, 
Barges, etc. 


BOEHCK 
Engineering Co., Inc. 


Rental — Sales — Service 


iN HOUSTON 
5806 Long Drive 
Phone OL-4331 


IN BEAUMONT 


4705 Port Arthur Rd. 
Phone 5-3495 








GEARED FOR 
OFFSHORE OPERATION 


35 Years Marine Know-How 
Experienced Personnel 


Nation’s Largest Marine 
Supply House 


®@ Provisions 

® Deck 

@ Engine 

® Galley 

® USCG Inspection Gear 
® Export Food 


Inquiries solicited 


Gordon-Sewall 
& Co. 


HOUSTON 


NEW ORLEANS GALVESTON 
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Mobile Units And Tenders 
Gulf Coast Area 


Mobile Rigs In Operation 


OWNER 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Barnsdall-Hayward Design, 
13’ x 54’ x 160’, with two 
13’ x 14 x 110’ pontoons 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Hayward-Wolff Design, 


13%’ x 72’ x 140’ with 
two 13%’ x 138% x 140’ 
pontoons 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Company 
Hayward-Laborde Design, 
14’ x 74’ x 220’, with 10’ x 
30’ x 50’ pontoons (2) 
California Company 
Friede & Goldman Design, 
11’ x 60’ x 140’, with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 
The Offshore Company 
DeLong Design, 8%’ x 
70’ x 203’ with 12 6’ cas- 


sions 

The Offshore Company 
Delong Design, 13%’ x 
117’ x 220’, with 14 6’ cas- 
sions 

American Tidelands, Inc. 
Alexander Shipyard De- 
sign, 12’ x 74’ x 200’ with 
four pontoons 

C. G. Glasscock Drilling Co. 
Bethlehem Design, 15’ x 
80’ x 225’ 

Ocean Drilling & 

Exploration Company 
Hayward-Laborde 


Design 
10’ x 120’ x 180’ 


Name 
Rig 40 17-18’ 
Rig 44 29’ 


“Mr. Charlie” 32’ 


S-44 12’ 


Mobile Unit 
No. 1 


Mobile Unit 
No. 2 


“101” 37’ 


“Mr. Gus” 48” 


“John Hayward” 30’ 


Water Depth 


Present Status 


On CATC location, Block 
84, West Delta area 


Drilling for Texas Co., 
Section 134, Galveston 
area 


Drilling for Shell, Block 
27, South Pass Area 


Under repair, to return to 
Main Pass Area, La. 


Leased to Humble, at 
Grand Isle 


Commissioned Feb. 1, Con- 
tract drilling for Humble 


Drilling for Humble off 
Grande Isle 


Drilling for Shell, Sabine 
Pass, Texas 


Drilling for Shell, Block 
27, South Pass Area 


Mobile Rigs Under Construction 
Depth Potential 


The Offshore Company 


12’ x 74’ x 200’, with four 


6’ cassions and four De- 
long jacks 

Zapata Offshore Company 
LeTourneau Design, 20’ x 
80’ x 140’, with three tri- 
angular legs. 


(Continued on page 34) 





Mobile Unit 
No. 3 


Alexander Shipyard, to be 
completed June, 1955 


LeTourneau-Vicksburg, to 
to completed June, 1955 





Humble’s drill tender “ST-2,” shown in a shipyard for repairs, will soon return 
to service off the coast of Grande Isle, La. 


OFFSHORE 








peucther DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC COMPANY 
sechievement! 


The toolpusher said there wasn't enough light on the 
subject . . . couldn't read his copy of OFFSHORE 
OPERATIONS, that is. So Delta Marine Electric Com- 
pany was called in. Delta Marine Electric installed 
two multi-busters on an unsynchronized flibbet . . . 
wired the cross-member to the dyo-thermut-frabler 

. and installed a 40-watt bulb on the frumpler 
without a moment's loss of power to the diametrized 
swush pumps! It was another feather in our cap... 
and the toolpusher had plenty of thermo-units on 
the subject. 

















Seriously, we have the men and equipment to do any job . . . anywhere 
. any time. On land or on sea. For marine and oilfield maintenance, 
motor rewinding, call — 


24-Hour Service 


Delta Marine Electric Co., Inc. 


Telephone: VAlley 8881 Nights: CEdar 9704 
2601 CHARTRES ST. NEW ORLEANS, LA. 














CATHODIC 
PROTECTION 





Follow the oil and gas developments in SouTH 
LOUISIANA, TEXAS and SOUTHEASTERN NEw 
MExIco with, 


OIL FIELD 
TYPE 
SERVICE 


All-Co corrosion 
engineers assure 
your floating and 


FIVE STAR OIL REPORTS 


News, Locations, Completions, Drilling 





Progress, Oil and Gas Instruments plus 


OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES. 


Daily, Weekly or Semi-Weekly coverage. De- 
signed for your particular area of activity. 


Completion cards are issued on all areas covered 
by reports. 


ae in : 


HOUSTON 
BOX 331 


DALLAS MIDLAND 
6069 COMMERCIAL BLDG. 





106 CAPITOL BLDG. 





un derground 
equipment a 
complete service 
on magnesium 
anode and car- 
bon anode instal- 
lation. 





Some of the available magnesium 
anode castings for marine service. 


All-Co cathodic protection for your steel hulls—tugs, tow- 
boats, barges, docks and crew boats—as well as under- 
ground tanks and piping, gives you year-around assur- 
ance that the problem of corrosion is licked. Our engi- 
neers ¢ pute the b and kind of anodes for every 
type of service. Write us for descriptive literature. 


ALLEN CATHODIC 


ee! ae 








) PROTECTION CO. 
ae FI Ilmore 1-2081 
oS Peters Rd. eens HARVEY, LA. 
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FOR EXTRA POWER 
AND PERFORMANCE 


Built for Felix Bruney, of Aransas Pass, 
Texas, the 38-foot ALINE B has a cruis- 
ing speed of 24 mph—and packs power 
and performance into a fast, rugged hull 
design that is winning wide popularity 
in the marine oil fields. 
For auxiliary floating equipment 
of any kind, write, wire or call: 


MARINE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


J. M. Dilsaver, Jr. 
Phone 3604 Patterson, La. 








F E Fire Extinguisher 
R E Inspection Service 
Fire Protection 

cane needs Inspection 





—* 
—_—_— 


Walter Kidde Sales & 
Service of La., Inc. 


-9905 
915 Gaiennie St. CA-990 


ioxide Port- 
i Carbon Dioxide 
so Dry Chemical, Sede 
id, Foam, Vapor! 
a4 CO2-Operated — 
Extinguishers, CO: hose reels 


and Systems. 











SERVICE for the 
Offshore Industry 


QUALITY FOODS 
24-HOUR LAUNDRY SERVICE 


Free Delivery 
FOOD 


SALTZ’S MARKET 


25th & Ave. 9 Phones 
Galveston 2-9378 
Texas Nite—2-8721 


"Sonny" Saltz — Prop. 
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Mobile Units And Tenders 


Gulf Coast Area 


(Continued from page 32) 


Penrod Drilling Company 
Levingston Design, 10’ 


72’ x 220’, drydock with 


rig in place 
The California Co. 


12’ x 90’ x 190’, with four 


4’ x 24’ x 50’ pontoons 


CATC 
Continental Oil Company 


Atlantic Refining Company 
Tidewater Assoc. Oil Co. 
Cities Service Oil Co. 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 
Same Companies as above 


New tender, 260’ x 54’ 
Same Companies as above 


New tender, 260’ x 54’ 
Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 
The California Company 


Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
The California Company 


Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 


LST, 328’-x 50’ 
The California Co. 


LST, 328’ x 50’ 
The California Co. 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 


Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
(Continued on page 36) 


S-55 


Drilling Tenders 


“J.C. Craig” — 


“Carle Sharp” — 
“Ernie Miller” 


“J. A. Cleverly” 


8-21 42’ 
S-22 37’ 
S-23 24’ 
S-24 62’ 
S-25 

S-26 

“Eagle” 58’ 


At Venice, Louisiana, not 


in operation 


Being constructed 


Block 56, A-1, West Delta 


Area, Louisiana 


Block 49, A-2, East Cam- 


eron Area, Louisiana 
East Cameron, Block 73, 


Well B-1 
To be completed June, 


1955 

West Delta, Louisiana 
Bay Marchand, Louisiana 
Main Pass, Louisiana 
South Pass, Louisiana 
Being converted 


Being converted 


Block 150, Ship Shoal 
Area, with Penrod rig 





A Humble rig in the Aransas area. Drilling activity is on the upswing off 
the Texas coast. 


OFFSHORE 





———— 











EME og 


“- |BURTON-BUILT... 
DUSTRY 


ee 


9 moulded depth 


| | le | For the OFFSHORE OIL IN 





6-110 GM 
diesel engines 
Speed: 
14 mph 


Auxiliaries: 
Two 30 kw (110-220) 


d-c generators 
4-in. ballast pump 
2'/2-in. F & B pump 
2-in. F.O. pump 
‘ F.W. pressure set 
| S.W. pressure set 

















Two air compressors 
Anchor windlass 
Ifg-in. chain 
Appliances: 
All electic—stove, 
refrigerator, The ACADIA 
deep-freeze 
— enon This 125’ self-propelled barge was designed, engineered and constructed especially for offshore 
ih os a duty. Powered with twin tandem 6-110 GM diesel engines, supplied by the Kennedy Marine Engine 
Accommodations: Company of Biloxi, Miss., the ACADIA has a speed of 14 mph and is ideally suited for oilfied haul- 
Custain’s ccacters ing. Delivered to the Twenty Grand Towing Company, of Morgan City, La., the ACADIA is typical 
Two officers of the fine craftsmanship and “know-how” that goes into every Burton-built boat. 
x crew 
Sean MAKE SURE YOURS IS BUILT BY BURTON! 
Cargo capacity, Marine Railway - Propeller Reconditioning Shop 
tons 
Construction: P. O. Box 1712 Phone 2-6496 
-stee 
¥e” shell , 
geet plating CONSTRUCTION & AE 
5 super- 
structure SHIPBUILDING CO. . 
1 5/16” bulkheads = 
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
a 





10,000 


GALLONS OF 


PAINT 


Or pencils and toothpicks... 





We stock everything needed in 


ENGINE ROOM @ DECK @ STEWARD 
Supplies 
ON BOATS, SHIPS, OFFSHORE RIGS 


We are the Gulf Coast Distributors for 


American Brand — Rope Garlock Packing Company C-O-Two & Pyrene Fire Equipment 
Osborn Mfg. Company — Brushes H. S. Getty & Co., Inc. — Hardware Nicholson File Company — Files 
Beryllium Corp. —Tools Black & Decker Mfg. Co. — Electric Tools The Dampney Company — Apexior 
J. H. Williams & Company — Tools Perkins Marine Lamp & Hardware Co. Inter-Coastal Paint Corp. — "Consol" 
International Paint The Penetone Co. — Penetone Products Walworth Valves & Fittings 

Stanley — Tools Thomas Laughlin — Marine Hardware 


WE HAVE THE MATERIAL IN STOCK, AND MARINE 
MEN WHO KNOW HOW TO HANDLE YOUR ORDERS 


TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY COMPANY 


Wholesale Marine and Industrial Supplies 














8106 Harrisburg Boulevard a 
HOUSTON, TEXAS ‘a 
In Houston In Galveston 
Call WO-1771 Call 5-831 1 
MAY, 1955 35 











D. T. RITCHIE 
MARSH BUGGY CO. 


Marsh Buggies 
Amphibious Draglines 
Steel Pontoons 
Steel Flat Boats 
Shot Hole Rigs 
Box 46 
Lockport, La 


Phone 26% office 
2639 home 











51’ (24 m.p.h.) Crew Boat 
45'-55’-66' Tugs 
110’-130' Barges 

32'-38'-51' Crew Boats 


EQUITABLE 
EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


DEPT. R 


410 Camp St. New Orleans 12, La. 








ANYWHERE! ANY TIME! 


STEPHENS 
DIESEL SERVICE 


Specializing in GM-7| 
Sales & Service 


DISTRIBUTORS 
RELIABLE 
MARINE BATTERIES 











1631 Front Day — 3026 

P. O. Box 29% Night — 2442 

or — 3567 

MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA 
Offshore seismic 


cable reels. 


Diesel twin screw steel crew 
boats, quarter boats, marsh 
buggies, equipment for 
marsh, bay, and offshore 
crews. 


Ross H. Bird 
3019 Post Oak 
Houston, Texas 

Phone MO 5-1602 





Mobile Units and Tenders 


Gulf Coast Area 


(Continued from page 34) 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Ine. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
New tender, 250’ x 48’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 
Phillips Petroleum Company 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Pure Oil Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Self-Contained Platforms 


“Pelican” 


ST-1 
ST-2 
ST-3 
ST-4 
ST-5 
ST-6 
ST-7 
ST-8 
“Kermac I” 


“Kermac II” 


“Frank Phillips” 


“K. S. Adams” 
MDT-1 
MDT-2 
MDT-3 


MDT-4 
MDT-5 
MDT-6 


MDT-7 


No. 50 


Year 
Company Description Built 
CATAC 220’x 106’ 1955 


Continental] Oil Co. 
Atlantic Refining Co. 
Tidewater Assoc. Oil Co. 
Cities Service Oil Co. 


(Continued on next page) 


43’ 
42’ 


65’ 


40’ 


40’ 
35’ 


52’ 
22’ 
38’ 


50’ 


“R. W. Mclivain” 60’ 


Block 47 Grand Isle, La. 


Bethlehem Shipyd., Beau- 
mont, for annual inspec- 
tion. Will go to work for 
Gulf. 

Not in service 


Not in service 
With company rig 


Grand Isle, Louisiana 
Grand Isle Area 


at 


Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 


Drilling for Standard of 

Texas at Aransas Pass 

Drilling for Pure on Block 

99, West Cameron Area, 

with Rig 43 

Block 64, S. Timbalier 

Area, Humble rig 

Drilling for Phillips at 

East Cameron, Louisiana 

Block 89, Eugene Island 

Block 110 Field 

Well G-1, Eugene Island 

Block 126 Field 

Well G-3, Block 94, Eu- 

gene Island Block 110 

Field 

Well A-1, Ship Shoal Block 
3 


11 

Well E-2, Block 44, Eu- 
gene Island Block 45 Field 
Well I-1, Block 119, Eu- 
gene Island Block 126 
Field 

Well A-1, Block 128, Eu- 
gene Island Area 

With Carl Short rig at 
Galveston 

Bethlehem Shipyard, 
Beaumont. Will move 
about May 1 to Galveston 
location 


Depth 
of 
Water 


97’ 


Location 
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Self-Contained Platforms 
Gulf Coast Area 
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Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 110’'x 206’ 1947 Block 18 Grand Isle, La. 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. 75’ x 398’ 1954 State Tract 10, S.W. of 
Sabine Pass, Texas 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. 52’x 168’ 1948 Block 119 Eugene Island 
Area, Well H-5 

Pure Oil Co. 100’x 80’ 1948 Block 32 Eugene Island, La. 

Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 85'x195’' 1955 Block 24 (Caillou Bay) 


Ship Shoap area 
Shell Oil Company 82’ x 197’ 1955 Block 32, Main Pass, La. 
(under construction) 
Western Natl. Gas Co. 52’ x 136’ 1954 State Tract 608, S.E. 
Port O’Connor, Texas 
The California Co. “J” Structure 1955 Block 3, Bay Marchand, La. 


30’ 


38’ 
14’ 





THE NEW PAYNE PUMP 
ACCUMULATOR UNITS 


DESIGNED FOR OPERATION OF ALL TYPES AND 
MAKES OF HYDRAULIC BLOWOUT PREVENTERS 





These units are composed of a pump, a the accumulator, the pump automatically 


hydro-pneumatic accumulator, a fluid res- returns the pressure to 2000 PSI by means 
ervoir and fluid control manifold for any of a pressure switch which cuts the power 
number of blowout preventers. to the pump at that pressure. 


Air, steam, electrical, and gasoline pow- 
ered Payne pumps with several volumes 
and pressures are furnished with these 


Various types of double-acting remote 
controls can be furnished in any number 
of combinations. 


units. 
The fluid pressure accumulator is manu- * Sold only through Oil Field Supply 
factured in two sizes—40 and 80 gallons— Stores. 
both with 2000 PSI working pressure. Write or phone for detailed information 
When the pressure drops to 1800 PSI on and engineering data. 





PAYNE MANUFACTURING CO. 


P. O. BOX 9278 — HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Telephones: WA-7379 — WA-2021 — Nights & Holidays — HO 5-3804 — OL-5506 
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were rad 


Df tos 


yp aaae 


WELDING FITTINGS AND 
FORGED STEEL FLANGES 


Purnps — Switchboards 
{otors — Generators 


Industrial & Marine Engines 
Blowers & Fans (A-C & D-C) 
Specializing in D-C Marine 
Equipment 
Armored Marine Cable, 
Leaded & Non-Leaded 


32-V Marine Equipment 
Motor Generator Sets 
Marine Fixtures 
Magnetic Controls 


Equipment Engineer- 
ing & Supply Co., Inc. 


Phone CRescent 6661-2 
3538 Pauger St. 





New Orleans, La. 








Fire Prevention... 
(Continued from page 25) 


small industrial plant and in a small 
rooming house are combined on an 
“island.” 

Coping with them should be sim- 
ple if you're prepared, dangerous if 
you're not. It’s a two sided problem 
based on having the proper kinds of 
fire extinguishing equipment and 
knowing how and on what types of 
fires to use each variety. 

For fires in ordinary combustibles 
(Class A) water is the proper agent. 
This can be available either by pump- 
ing sea water directly or using portable 
water extinguishers. For blazes in 
flammable liquids (Class B) or elec- 
trical equipment (Class C), carbon di- 
oxide or dry chemical are called for. 
Don't use water on them: It will only 
spread a flammable liquid fire and 
being a conductor of electricity, it is 
dangerous for application on a piece 
of ‘live’ electrical equipment. 

Carbon dioxide is a good agent for 
extinguishing electrical or flammable 
liquid fires. It extinguishes a blaze 
by reducing the amount of oxygen 
present in the fire area to a degree in- 
sufficient to support combustion. It 
virtually smothers the fire. As an 
added bonus, being an inert gas it is 
eventually’ absorbed into atmosphere 
following discharge leaving no mess 





R. L. "Red" Shibley 
HOlbrook 5-4122 








MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


EXPLORATION - PRODUCTION 


1702 Longacre Drive 
Houston, Texas 


J. D. "Johnny" Wiech 
HOlbrook 5-5480 
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to be cleaned up. Finally, it is a non- 
conductor of electricity. 

Carbon dioxide can also be installed 
as a system to protect semi- or enclosed 
fire hazard areas such as machinery 
rooms, paint lockers, or generator 
rooms. When used as a system, rate- 
of-temperature-rise fire detectors are 
mounted throughout the hazard area. 
If fire occurs, the mounting tempera- 
ture in the space acts on the sealed 
fire detector elements causing a pneu- 
matic impulse to be sent from the de- 
tector to discharge heads on cylinders 
of carbon dioxide. The released gas 
passes from the cylinders and through 
piping is routed to the “in trouble” 
area where it is discharged as an inert 
gas from Multijet nozzles. A sufficent 
volume is introduced to smother the 


fire. 


Auxiliary devices can be used with 
the basic system which will cause 
alarms to sound, shut off machinery, 
or trigger other electrical equipment. 

As for dry chemical, it too can be 
used on electrical or flammable liquid 
fires and it has very superior fire 
extinguishing characteristics. 

However, it consists of very fine 
powder discharged under pressure and 
as such leaves a residue. 

On the other hand, many fire safety 
experts point out that getting a fire 
out quickly is the most important 
consideration and_ residue largely 
should be ignored. If this psychology 
is followed, dry chemical is the ideal 
agent for use on normal Class B and 
C fires. 

Let me give you a final piece of 
advice. No piece of portable fire ex- 
tinguishing equipment is any better 
than the man available to use it in an 
emergency. With the huge sums in- 
vested in each offshore well, would it 
not seem reasonable to take an hour 
or two and talk to the crews about the 
fire extinguishing equipment that has 
been provided for ‘“‘island’’ protection ? 

Explain the three classes of fires and 
the agents best suited to combat each. 
Actually demonstrate how each piece 
of fire extinguishing equipment works. 
Let the man handle and discharge the 
different units. If they actually ex- 
tinguish small fires in half-full pails 
of gasoline, for example, so much the 
better. Then be sure they know the 
locations of extinguishers on the “‘is- 
land.” Consider using conspicuous 
markings for fire extinguisher loca- 
tions and label portables according to 
their intended uses. 

Your crews may never be called on 
to act in a fire emergency, but if they 
are, the time spent in fire safety edu- 
cation will pay off. They will swing 
into action immediately, promptly, and 
with confidence. 


OFFSHORE 


) 
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Marine oil industry .. . 


Shipyard Round-Up 


ALEXANDER SHIPYARD, New Orleans: 

Mobile Unit No. 3, under construction for the Off- 
shore C>mpany of Baton Rouge. Measurements: 12’ x 
74’ x 200’, with four 6’ caissons and four DeLong jacks. 
Completion date: June, 1955. 

Arnold V. Walker Shipyard, Pascagoula: 

Two 135-foot offshore cargo vessels, under construc- 
tion for Sea Service, Inc. Walker-Henderson design. 
Measurements: 135’ long, 32’ wide and 10'6” deep. 
Power: Two 600 hp diesel marine engines. Vessels will 
do offshcre towing of drilling barges and tenders, act as 
standby tugs, haul oilfield supplies. Designed to carry 
3500 barrels of drilling water to offshore rigs, haul two 
large stacks of range 3 drill pipe. Completion date: 
May. 

Two additional 135-foot offshore cargo boats will be 
built for Sea Service, Inc. this year. These vessels will be 
designed not only to carry 3500 barrels of drilling water 
to offshore rigs, but to carry a similar amount of crude 
oil on the return trip. 

Avondale Marine Ways, New Orleans: 

Portable offshore drilling barge, under construction 
for The California Company. Friede & Goldman design 
of the elevated-deck, self-stabilizing type, similar to 
The California Company's S-44. Measurements, lower 
hull: 190’ x 150’ x 12’. Measurements, upper structure: 
180’ x 90’. 

Completion date: Fall. 

Blount Marine Corporation, Warren, Rhode Island: 

Exploration vessel Parducon, delivered recently to 
J. Parke: Conrad of Morgan City. Measurements: 64’ 
in length, 21’ beam, 8’6” depth and draft of 5’9”. Power: 
Two GM 6-110 diesel engines. 

Bludworth Shipyard, Houston: 

55’ tug Elaine Ellis, delivered to Dalehite Boat Service. 
Twin-screw. 


(Continued on page 44) 





These equipment men were on hand for the christening 
of CATC’s new drill tender ERNIE MILLER, at the Lev- 
ingston Shipbuilding Company’s Orange, Texas, shipyard. 
Left to right are W. T. Miller, Emsco; Billy Mills, Con- 
tinental Supply; John Spence, advertising manager, Con- 
tinental Supply; A. J. Olsen, chief engineer, Continental 
Supply; Allen Whitesides, manager drilling equipment 
division, Continental Supply, and W. D. Baylor, president, 
Baylor Company. 


MAY, 1955 








ADDSCO.Built Oil Drilling Barge 


. FOR 38 YEARS it's been going on... 
this traditionally fine marine service at ADDSCO 
in Port of Mobile. Designers, builders, repairers 
of all types of marine vessels and equipment. 


@ BARGES @® TOWBOATS 
@ LIQUID or DRY CARRIERS 


@ FLOATING OIL DRILLING 
EQUIPMENT, ETC. 


Propeller Reconditioning 


<> ALABAMA 


DRY DOCK and 
SHIPBUILDING 
CO. 


Mobile, Ala. P.O. Box 190 
RIS ap 














TWO FOR THE 
PRICE OF QNE! 


12 ISSUES OF EACH 
TRUE WEST 
and 


WESTERN SPORTSMAN 


only $3 


Rush bills, check or money order to 


SMALL PUBLICATIONS 


P. O. Box 5008-JL Austin 31, Texas 
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ANCHORS and 
ANCHOR CHAIN 





FORGED STEEL 


"The strongest anchor chain known” 


There's no equivalent to DI-LOK; each link die- 
forged with stud as an integral part; uniform 
link shape; longer life and greater strength; 
rust and corrosion proofed. 


New, used and reconditioned Anchors and 
Chains — all types, sizes and makes for EVERY 
need — available for shipment from stock. 


y-  >J 


ANCHOR, CHAIN a FORGE DIVISION 


‘a Boston Mital Company 


P.O. BOX 350— CHESTER, PA 


Substantial stock maintained by 
DREYFUS MACHINERY CO., INC. 
2122 Kentucky St. New Orleans, La. 








GEER STUDIO 


Industrial Photography 
* a 
Serving the 
Oil Industry 
* 


Louisiana 
Gulf Coast 


Area 





Jack Beech or Wm. Geer 


709 Royal St. CA 7419 New Orleans, La. 








840 Union Street RAymond 6195 


BEDELL & NELSON 


Consulting Engineers 
DESIGN — SUPERVISION — REPORTS 


Bridges, Docks, Buildings, Foundations, Marine Structures, 
Power Plants, Roads and Railroads, Shops, Utilities 


New Orleans, La. 
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Subscribe Now!!! 


OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 
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TRANSPORTATION 





Brown & Root’s lay-barge WILLIE D is shown at the 
beginning of a 2000-mile trip to Lake Maracaibo, Vene- 
zuela. The converted 236-foot LST was used by Brown & 
Root to lay a 16-inch pipeline in 70-feet of water in Lake 
Maracaibo for Compania Shell de Venezuela. Not shown 
in the picture is another 110-foot barge strung out behind 
the WILLIE D. The deck cargo of the lay barge includes 
two small tugs and three crew boats used on the job. 


Submarine Pipelining 


CALIFORNIA—Monterey Oil Company is laying 10,- 
500 feet of undersea pipeline to drilling island at the 
end of Long Beach breakwater. Healy-Tibbits Construc- 
tion Company, Pier E, Berth 118, Long Beach, prime 
contractor. Collins Construction Company, Port Lavaca, 
Texas, sub-contractor. Somastic coating applied by 
Pipe Linings, Inc., Watson, California. 

Multiple lines will be laid. An 8-in. pipeline with 
10,000 barrels daily capacity will transport oil and gas 
from offshore wells belonging to Monterey and The 
Texas Company to separation center at Seal Beach for 
processing and handling. Three 3-in. lines will carry 
mud, water and fuel to offshore drilling rigs. 

Completion date: June 1. 


LOUISIANA—MCN Group (Magnolia-Continental- 
Newmont) is completing 48 miles of 12-in. undersea 
pipeline from Burns Terminal on the coast of St. Mary's 
Parish to the Eugene Island Block 126 field in the Gulf 
of Mexico. Brown & Root, 4100 Clinton Drive, Hous- 
ton, Texas, contractor. Reinforced concrete coating ap- 
plied by Rosson-Richards, Inc., Harvey, La. 

William Schoolcraft is Brown & Root’s superintend- 
ent on the job. 

Operators have approximately 16 miles of line to lay. 
Work was shut down during the winter months, because 
of adverse weather conditions, and is expected to resume 
about May 1. Completion date will be about July 15, 
weather permitting. 


LOUISIANA—Shell Oil Company laying 3-in. and 
4-in. flow lines, East Bay, Battledore Reef and Breton 
Sound. Lines ranging in length from 2,000 to 12,000 
feet, in water depths up to 30-ft. Sam Carline, Inc., 
Morgan City, contractor. 

Projected: 5,000 feet of 10-in. line and 8,000 feet of 
6-in. line by Marine Gathering Company, Houston, 
Texas. Rollover area. Sam Carline, Inc., contractor. 
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LOUISIANA 


Plaquemines Parish: Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc., 1-C, 
State Lease 2327, Breton Sound area. Proposed depth 8,000-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: Shell Oil Co., 4 State Lease 1655, Eugene 
Island Block 18. Proposed depth 10,500-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co., 3-A, State lease 
1069, West Delta Block 30. Proposed depth 10,000-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co., 2-G, State Lease 
694, Block 126; to be drilled directionally from 1-G platform. 
Proposed depth 12,000-ft. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co., 1 State Lease 
800, Grand Isle Block 16. Proposed depth 9,000-ft . 


Cameron Parish: U.S. Oil Company of Texas and Louisiana, 
4-A, State Lease 1133, Block 45. Proposed depth 12,000-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co., 2 State Lease 2511, 
Main Pass Block 25; Salt Dome Production Co., Contractor. 
Proposed depth 6,500-ft. 


Terrebonne Parish: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. State Lease 
758, Block 39, Ship Shoal area. Wildcat. Proposed depth 
8,000-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: The Texas Co., 25 State Lease, Cote Blanche 
Island. Proposed depth 14,000-ft. 


Terrebonne Parish: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co., 1 State Lease 
75, Block 38, Ship Shoal area; wildcat. Proposed depth 5,000-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 1 State Lease 2666, South 
Pass area; wildcat; Ocean Drilling & Exploration Co., con- 
tractor. Proposed depth 13,500-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 2 State Lease 2675; 
wildcat. Proposed depth 12,500-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co., 6 State Lease 1354, 
Main Pass Block 69; Penrod Drilling Co., contractor. Proposed 
depth 8,300-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co., 1 State Lease 1388, 
South Pass Block 24. Proposed depth 8,200-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co., 10 State Lease 1922, 
South Pass Block 24. Proposed depth 8,500-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 6 State Lease 1012, South 
Pass Block 27; Ocean Drilling & Exploration Co., contractor. 
Proposed depth 9,150-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 7 State Lease 1012, South 
Pass Block 27; Ocean Drilling & Exploration Co., contractor. 
Proposed depth 7,650-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co., 2-1 State Lease 
692, Eugene Island Block 126. Proposed depth 9,000-ft. 


Plequemines Parish: Gulf Refining Co., 72 State PP, Grand 
Bay; Loffland Bros., contractor. Proposed depth 8,200-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co., 2-I State Lease 692, 
Eugene Island Block 126. Proposed depth 9,000-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc., 1-B State 
Lease 2328, Block 32 Breton Sound area; Phillips Petroleum 
Co. rig. Proposed depth 8,000-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: The Texas Co., 78 State Lease, Garden 
Island Bay. Proposed depth 4,150-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc., 1-F State 
Lease 1999, Breton Sound Block 20 area; wildcat. Phillips 
Petroleum Co. rig. Proposed depth 6,000-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: The. California Co., 1 State Lease 2566, 
South Pass Block 41 area; wildcat. Proposed depth 10,200-ft. 

Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co., 9-A State Lease 
801, Grand Isle Block 18. Proposed depth 9,500-ft. 

Cameron Parish: The Texas Co., 1 State Lease 2398, Cal- 
casieu Lake; wildcat. Proposed depth 13,500-ft. 

Cameron Parish: Shell Oil Co., 1 State Lease 2547, East 
Cameron Area Block 17; wildcat. Proposed depth 13,00-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: Gulf Refining Co., 1-A, O.C.S. 0419 
Block 150, Ship Shoal area; wildcat; directional hole. Proposed 
depth 12,000-ft. 

Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co., 8 State 
Lease 2090. Proposed depth 9,000-ft. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Exclusive Distributor 
for 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 


BALDT ANCHORS 
& CHAIN 


Large Spot Stocks of Chain, 
Anchors, Connecting Links, 


Swivels, Chain Stoppers. 


Largest Gulf Stock of wire 


rope, shackles, turnbuckles. 


Life saving equipment. 


DREYFUS MACHINERY G0. 


2122 Kentucky Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Day Phones Night Phones 
Victor 3367 FR 0244 
Victor 3368 UP 5706 











GENERAL MARINE 
FABRICATION 





The CHANNEL MASTER 


Featuring the Gulf Master Series 


The CHANNEL MASTER is a 40’ welded steel crewboat built 
for Mr. Lewis Harkey of Slidell, La., by Gulf Master Boats, 
Inc. of Slidell. 

Powered by two 6-71 GM diesels supplied by George Engine 
Company of Harvey, La., the CHANNEL MASTER has a top 
speed of over 27 mph. 

Gulf Master Boats are noted for their stability and level ride. 
Capable of carrying heavy loads of crews while maintaining 
high cruising speeds, they are extremely seaworthy. The CHAN- 
NEL MASTER is the second Gulf Master Boat built for Mr. 
Harkey. 

The Gulf Master series is available in 30’, 38’, 40’, 45’, 52’ and 
65’ lengths. 


Repairs — New Construction 
Crew Boats, Barges, Tugs 


Gulf Master Boats, Inc. 


P. O. Box 486 Slidell, La. 
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CRESCENT 


Towing & Salvage Co., Inc. 


Harbor And Outside Towing 
On Hourly Basis or Charter 


Fully Found and Bare Boat 
Heavy Lift Derricks For Salvage Work 
Large Deck Barges for Charter 


PHONES: Dispatcher FOrest 6-1521 
Executive Offices: TUlane 0611 


625 Hibernia Bldg. New Orleans, La. 











$2... 


For | Year 


$3 
For 2 Years 


$5 


Foreign 





THE BEST IS YET TO COME... 


The best issues of OFFSHORE are ahead. 
Each issue will record memorable events in 
the marine oil industry around the world. 


To insure receiving your copy every month, 
send check, cash or money order to — 


INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATIONS 
P. O. Box 977 Conroe, Texas 
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News from the 





SERVICE COMPANIES 


Marine paints are an important line . . . Here is a section 
of the warehouse showing five-gallon cans of marine paints, 


Two of fleet of trucks loading out engine room, deck and 
steward supplies for Southeast Texas marine oil customers, 


Texas Marine & Industrial Supply 


They Serve the Boats That§, 


py of every offshore operation there are many sup- 
ply houses to contribute vitally to the successful 
completion of a well. One such outstanding institution 
is Texas Marine & Industrial Supply Company, 8106 
Harrisburg Blvd., Houston. General Manager is Gordon 
R. Waddell, a man long-experienced in every phase of 
supplying the needs of the marine industry and the 
marine oil business. 

Haviiug served the tugs in the harbors, the barges in 
the canals and the ships that enter Southeast Texas 
harbors for many years, it was a comparatively simple 
matter for Mr. Waddell to extend his stock and services 
to cove: the needs of the fast-growing offshore oil 
industry. 

“We stocked practically everything needed on offshore 
rigs and the boats that serve these rigs, even before 
offshore activity grew to a major factor in our business,” 
Mr. Waddell points out. “It was a matter of increasing 
our stock of certain items and adding a comparatively 
few related lines to provide everything needed in deck, 





Front of plant, containing offices and over-the-counter 
sales area. Warehouses are in rear and to left. 
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1atServe the Offshore Rigs 


engine and steward departments of offshore rigs and 
boats serving them.” 

Texas Marine & Industrial Supply Company is one 
of only two supply concerns in Houston equipped and 
authorized to make inspections of boats and ships and 
issue Cuast Guard inspection certificates, and this service 
has been found of real value to offshore activity. 

Go into one area of the company warehouse and you 
sense that you're in a cordage distributor's place of 
business, for the stock of rope you see is more extensive 
than you find in some specialty rope houses. You see 
manila lines in length from 420 to 600 feet, in sizes 
from the smallest to the largest normally manufactured. 
The stock particularly was selected for the service of tow 
boats and work boats in general. 

The marine paint stock occupies one long wing of 
the warehouse and includes the complete International 
Marine line and certain marine specialties needed to 
fill out. The company buys fish oil by the carload for use 
in mixing paints to exacting specifications. The com- 
pany likewise buys pipe in carload lots. 

The management particularly takes pride in its stock 
of marine electrical supplies, including every needed 
explosion-proof and water-proof electrical item used 
aboard offshore rigs and the boats serving them. Also 
as a means of promoting safety on oil rigs the company 
stocks every kind of tool used around offshore rigs in 
spark-proof metal. An important line is wire rope, and 
the drop-forged fittings to go with it. Another fast- 
selling line is galvanized turnbuckles, Mr. Waddell says. 

The sompany has a special fire-prevention department 
and it is distributor for CO-2 and Pyrene fire-fighting 
equipment for boats, ships and offshore installations. 

Although basically a distributor, the concern has de- 
veloped an important manufacturing sideline in the 
production of pilot ladders and cargo nets. 

“We carry everything needed on a boat or ship,” 

(Continued on next page) . 
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WW OWE PAUKAGE 


Industrial Painters & Sandblasters’ engineered service features 
special equipment designs to speed preparation and painting, and 
to eliminate hundreds of hours of expensive hand operations. IPS 
owned and maintained compressors, and related i t d 
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by experts, are ready to go when you call. Contractor-owned equip- 
ment assures complete service on one trip to the rig. 


Call for a “Packaged” proposal backed by a top Dun & Brad- 
street rating and . . . most important. . . 
unmatched experience in meeting the paint and 
protection needs of the petroleum industry. 


INDUSTRIAL PAINTERS 
& SANDBLASTERS 


21, Twenty First Street, Texas City, Texas 
627 Omaha Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas 


Cut 


PAINTERS | 
SANDBLASTERS 











SHIPYARD INVOICE 
To: Offshore Oil Co. 








Marine repairs 


$10,562.00 


HOW MUCH OF YOUR BILL 
REPRESENTS SHIPYARD OVERHEAD ? 


HOW MUCH REPRESENTS ACTUAL 
REPAIRS ... 10%2... 357%... 65%? 


ee. 





NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


Harvey Canal Shipyard 
& Machine Shop 


Telephone FI Ilmore 1-5608 


P. O. Box 155 Harvey, La. 














FINER EQUIPMENT— 





ror rasan. SERVICE! 


The ERLINE, radar equipped 51’ personnel transport, is 
capable of carrying 40 passengers at speeds up to 23.4 
mph. The ERLINE typifies the fine marine equipment owned 
and operated by the Robin Boat Rental Service. No. 17 for 
Robin, the MARGARET, built similarly to the ERLINE pic- 
tured above was launched January 27, 1955. No. 18, the 
MISS MARY HELEN, was launched April 23, 1955. Another 
51’ crew boat is presently under construction by the Equit- 
able Equipment Company. 


Call us for: Crew Boats, Seagoing Tugs, Rig Tenders. 


ROBIN BOAT 
RENTAL SERVICE 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-1225 — 1-2836 
448 Pailet St. Harvey, La. 











GULF-CANAL LINES, INC. 


P. O. Box 9128 
Houston, Texas 


Common Carrier Via Water Serving: 
(W-923) 


All Ports and points on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, its 
connecting ship channels and tributary waterways from Mo- 
bile, Alabama, to Brownsville, Texas, including 


New Orleans Morgan City Corpus Christi 
Houma Lake Charles —_ Harlingen 
Houston 

With Through Rates and Service to 
*PITTSBURGH *NASHVILLE CHICAGO 
*CHARLESTON *KNOXVILLE CAIRO 
*CINCINNATI MINNEAPOLIS *MEMPHIS 
*LOUISVILLE ST. PAUL VICKSBURG 
*EVANSVILLE ST. LOUIS 


Less-carload, carload and BARGELOAD (BULK CARGO, 
LIQUID CARGO AND PACKAGE FREIGHT) service at 
water rates including full common carrier liability or includ- 
ing limited liability. 


Offices 


New Orleans, La. Orange, Texas 
New York, N.Y. St. Louis, Mo. 


Houston, Texas 


Mobile, Ala. 


*Bargeload only. 














Rope is vital to offshore rigs and the boats that serve 
them. Here Mr. Waddell checks bale of manila. 


declares Mr. Waddell, ‘except water and food.” That 
includes everything from a five-inch, 600-foot tow- 
rope to pencils and toothpaste. 

The company was organized by the late W. B. Pierce 
in 1937. At about the same time Mr. Waddell organized 
Rex Supply Company in Houston. He retired to his 
ranch after selling Rex in 1947, then two years later 
Mr. Pierce induced him to join Texas Marine as 
general manager. Mr. Pierce died in 1951. 


Shipyard Round-Up 
(Continued from page 39) 


Crew boat under construction for Hopson Marine 
Service, of Mission, Texas. Similar to the Irene H, 
recently delivered to Hopson. Measurements: 64’6” x 
16'3” with draft of 5 feet. Aircraft-type seats for 25 
oilfield personnel. 

Burton Construction & Shipbuilding Company, Port 
Arthur: 

125’ self-propelled barge, Diversity, delivered to 
Twenty Grand Towing Company of Morgan City. 
Measurements: length overall of 125’, with a moulded 
depth of 9’ and 30’ beam. Power: Twin tandem GM 
6-110 diesel engines. Cargo capacity: 500 tons, liquid 
or dry. 

Dupont Fabricators, Inc., Morgan City: 

Three offshore drilling structures under construction 
for a major oil company. One completely self-contained 
structure, two for tender-type operations. 

Also fabricating handrails, walkways for offshore 
plaforms. 

Construction will start on 130-foot self-propelled 
barge in the near future. 

Equitable Equipment Company, New Orleans: 

51-foot offshore crew boat delivered to Robin Boat 
Rental Service of Harvey. Measurements: 514” length 
overall, 14’ beam, 7’ moulded depth. Power: Two 6-110 
GM diesel engines. 

Gulf Master Boats, Inc., Sidell, Louisiana: 

Twin-screw 45-foot crew boat, under construction for 
R. C. Pace of Gretna, La. Power: Two 6-71 GM diesel 
engines. Twenty-four passengers, two crew. 

Twin-screw 55-foot crew foat, to be started soon fot 
E. T. Calonne of New Orleans. 600 hp. Thirty-two 
passengers, two crew. 

30-foot fire boat for Southern Railway, to put out 
bridge fires. 600 gpm. 
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Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation, Port Arthur: 

Six-pile 50’ mgl wellhead structure completed for 
major oil company, waiting to be loaded out. 

Twin-screw 45-foot luxury crew boat Ottilie com- 
pleted, designed for the use of executive personnel. 
Measurements: 45’ x 13’3” with a depth amidship of 5’ 
and a draft of 33’. Galley, head, sleeping accommoda- 
tions for six. 

Twin-screw 45-foot crew boat under construction, 
identical in design to the Ottilie. Will be licensed by 
the Coast Guard to carry twenty-one passengers. 

Hunt Tool Company Marine Division, Harvey : 

Two offshore structures under construction for major 
oil company. 

Converting LST, drill tender for Humble. 

Building keyways, jackets for offshore use. 

Levingston Shipbuilding Company, Orange: 

$1.5 million drilling tender, F. A. Cleverley, under 
construction for the CATC Group. The vessel measures 
260’ long by 54’ wide, and is similar in design to the 
Ernie Miller, recently delivered to CATC. 

Completion date: June, 1955. 

Lockport Shipyard, Lockport, Louisiana: 

Sixty-five foot tug under construction for the Inde- 
pendent Towing Company, of Harvey. Power: GM 
6-110 diesel engines. 

Marine Construction Company, Patterson: 

Twin-screw 65-foot offshore utility boat under con- 
struction. 

32-foct marine oilfield personnel transport Nan re- 
cently delivered to John Galler of Morgan City. 

Platzer Boat Works, Houston: 

30-foot gauger’s boat, delivered to a major oil com- 
par7. Powered with two 4-71 GM diesel engines. 

R. G. LeTourneau, Inc., Vicksburg: 

Mobile drilling platform, under construction for the 
Zapata OffShore Company. LeTourneau design. Meas- 
urements: 20’ x 80’ x 140 feet, with three triangular legs. 

Completion date: June, 1955. 

Sewart Seacraft, Berwick: 

One 20-foot crew boat under construction. 

Four 31-foot crew boats under construction. 

Two 40-foot crew boats under construction. 

Triple-screw 45-foot offshore crew boat, Triad, under 
construction for Tripod Boats, Inc. Identical to the 
Tripod, which was delivered to Tripod Boats in March. 
Length overall of 45’ with a beam of 14 feet. Bus-type 
seats for twenty-two passengers. 

Triple-screw 45-foot offshore crew boat under con- 
struction for George Engine Company of Harvey. 

Twin-screw 50-foot crew boat under construction for 
Ernest DeBuse. 


Twin-screw 87-foot crew-cargo boat under construc- 
tion for Arthur Levy, of Berwick. Similar in design to 
the Jerry, also built for Levy. Equipped to transport 
deck cargo, fuel, water and personnel. 

Twin-screw 40-foot crew boat Sirocco, delivered to 
Ernest Milstead, New Iberia. 

Aluminum pumper-gauger transport under construc- 
tion for a major oil company. 


Louisiana Holds Sale Of 
Eight Offshore Tracts 


Sealed bids will be received by the State Mineral 
Board, State Capitol, Baton Rouge, on or before May 
18, 1955, for the lease of the sulphur, potash, oil, gas 
and/or liquid or gaseous hydrocarbon mineral rights 
in and to the following described tracts: 

Tract 6025, Block 45, Main Pass Area, Plaquemines Par- 
ish, 1,250 acres. 

Tract 6026, Block 45, Main Pass Area, Plaquemines Par- 
ish, 1250 acres. 

Tract 6027, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 3,- 
383.59 acres. 

Tract 6628, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 312.5 
acres, 

Tract 6029, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 4,- 
576.5 acres. 

Tract 6030, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 4,- 
687.5 acres. 

Tract 6031, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 312.5 
acres. 

Tract 6032, South Pass Area, Plaquemines Parish, 1,250 
acres. 





Ph. HE 6-7371 


or HE 9-3519 — HE 9-2319 


ELLIOTT 


MARINE 
DIVERS 


Submarine Pipelining 
A Specialty 





Box 5512, Drew Station Lake Charles, La. 











Morgan City, La. 





FINER FOODS FOR MARINE OPERATORS 


Truck Delivery from Venice to Cameron 


GALLEY STORES & SUPPLY C0. 


Tel. 2605 
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EXPLORATION VESSELS... 





DANTZLER BOAT RENTAL CO. 


P. O. Box 377 Pascagoula, Miss. 








EXPERIENCED MARINE DIVERS 


UNDERWATER REPAIRS 


SALVAGE OPERATIONS 
* 


COMPLETE BOAT SERVICE 





. = COMPLETE INSURANCE 
, . COVERAGE 
DASPIT BROS. MARINE DIVERS 
Tele. VA-3972 24-HOUR — Paty | 
Chalmette, La. SERVICE Houma, La. 











PROPELLERS 


Service 
” Sales 
= Engineering 
For prompt, friendly assistance 
with your propeller protlems 
call, wire or write 


L. L. WALKER COMPANY 


WaAyside 5333 





Houston 12, Texas 
P. O. Box 5158 














ee 


RIG BOATS 


BRYANT BOATS, INC. 


P.O. Box 37 @ Phone 2332 


BAYOU LA BATRE ALABAMA 
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EXPLORATION 








A charge is detonated behind the MV_ SONIC, used in 
Geomarine Service International’s single-ship operation. 
The vessel is currently operating in Middle Eastern walters, 


Crews Operating Offshore 


GSI "Sonic™ In 
Middle Eastern Waters 


Geomarine Service International, S.A., is carrying out 
a single-ship operation in Middle Eastern waters, using 
the 158-foot, 405-ton Navy LCS(L) MV Sonic, a large, 
all-weather vessel converted for seismic service. 

Instrumentation aboard the Sonic includes the recently 
designed magneDISC magnetic recording system, which 
affords definite advantages in marine work. Provision 
has been made to record a paper record with conven- 
tional AGC and normal filters simultaneously with the 
magnetic record. The magnetic data is usually recorded 
with a minimum of AGC control and filtering. The 
paper record provides an immediate check on record 
quality and also reduces the possibility of operator error 
in switching from magnetic to paper playback during 
the rapid offshore recording procedure. Under average 
conditions the Sonic records some 50 to 60 miles of line 
per day and shots are fired at two-minute intervals. 

Amplitiers are the 7000-series, a high-grain, low 
distortion system that makes possible the recording of 
the full range of useful seismic energy. By playing the 
magneDISC recording back through the 7000, offshore 
profiles can be rechecked in any one of the 1380 filter 
combinations. 


Offshore Round-Up 


General Geophysical Company, Houston. Party 31 
operating in the Morgan City area, off the coast of 
Louisiana. Office: Morgan City. Party chief: Joe 
Knight. No. 1 observer in charge of field operations: 
Tommy Glaze. Supplyman: Bob Reynolds. 


General Geophysical Company, Houston. Party 29 
has moved from Cameron to Galveston, Texas. Office: 
Lake Charles. Party chief: John Laker. Party manager: 
Tommy DuShane. 


Geophysical Service, Inc., Dallas. Shooting off the 
coast of Louisiana, in the Morgan City area. Office: 
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Houma. Boat Spindletop, one-boat operation. Observer: 
Roy Schultz. 


Geophysical Service, Inc., Dallas. Party operating in 
Middle Eastern waters. Single-ship operation. Vessel: 
MV Sonic. 


Offshore Exploration Group, Houston. Party operat- 
ing in the Morgan City area, off the coast of Louisiana. 
Office: Houston. Boat: Wildcat. Party chief: ‘Kelly’ 
Callahan. 


Western Geophysical Company, Shreveport. Party 
operating in the Cameron area, off the coast of Louisiana. 
Office: Lafayette. Boat: Rio Bravo. 


Gulf Oil Corporation, Houston. Party operating in 
the Morgan City area, off the coast of Louisiana. Boat: 
Eagle. Party chief: D. A. Dewoody. 


Gulf Oil Corporation, Houston. Party operating in 
the Morgan City area, off the coast of Louisiana. Boat: 
Shillalah. Party chief: W. W. Bingham. 


Tidelands Exploration Company, Houston. Party op- 
erating in the Cameron area, off the coast of Louisiana. 
Office: Houston. Boats: Doris and Seamaster. Party 
chief: Roy Davis. 


OFFSHORE LOCATIONS 





(Continued from page 41) 
LOUISIANA 


Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co., 1-B State Lease 
788, Ship Shoal area; wildcat. Proposed depth 13,000-ft. 


Cameron Parish: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co., 98 State Lease 42; 
in Black Lake. Proposed depth 8,800-ft. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co., 6-E State Lease 
691, Block 119, Eugene Island Block 126; drilling directionally 
from existing Platform H. Proposed depth 6,400-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 2 State Lease 1353, Main 
Pass Block 69; Rebstock & Reeves, contractor. Proposed depth 
7,500-ft. 


LaFourche Parish: The California Co., 2-J State Lease 1367, 
Block 13, Bay Marchand Block 2; Noble Drilling Co., contrac- 
tor. Proposed depth 5,400-ft. 


LaFourche Parish: The California Co., 1-J State Lease 1367, 
Block 13, Bay Marchand Block 2; Noble Drilling Co., contrac- 
tor. Proposed depth 5,950-ft. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 26 State Lease 1008, South 
Pass Block 24; Glasscock Drilling Co., contractor. Proposed 
depth 9,950-ft. 


TEXAS 


Galveston County: Pure Oil Co., 2-A OCS Lease 092, Block 
190, unnamed area; to be directionally drilled from location of 
1-A. Proposed depth 11,000-ft. 


Galveston County: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co., 1-B OCS Lease 
0279, State Lease 31604; Gulf 15 miles east of Galveston; wild- 
cat. Proposed depth 10,000-ft. 


Aransas County: Arkanhas Fuel Oil Co., 2 State Tract 4, 
Puerto Bay. Proposed depth 7,000-ft. 


Galveston County: Shell Oil Co., 1 State Lease 249, Gulf of 
Mexico !5 miles northeast of Freeport; wildcat. Proposed depth 
10,000-ft. 


Chambers County: The Texas Co., 
Trinity Bay. Proposed depth 10,000-ft. 


Nueces County: Shell Oil Co., 1 State Tract 884, Gulf of 
Mexico 11 miles south of Port Aransas; wildcat. Proposed 
depth 12,500-ft. 
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Twin Tandem 


Gay) Gay 
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Power 

by Kennedy! 

The second of three self-propelled barges built by Burton Construc- 
tion & Shipbuilding Company, Port Arthur, Texas, for offshore oil- 
field service with the Twenty Grand Towing Company of Morgan 
City, La., the 125-foot ACADIA is equipped with two GM Model 
6-110 diesels — from Kennedy Marine Engine Company. Like many 
other successful operators, Twenty Grand Towing Company has 
come to depend on Kennedy — and GM—for dependable power 
installations. 


KENNEDY MARINE ENGINE CO. 


Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gasoline and Diesel 
Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Recorders, Surrette 
Marine Batteries. Call us today. 
PHONE 2-153! 


—HARMS MARINE SERVICE, INC. — 


Marine Contractors 
Orange, Texas 




















© TUGS 

© BARGES Phone: 

© FLOATING 6-7424 
EQUIPMENT 





Our experienced personnel have proven that 
they can solve all of your marine problems in 
Ocean, Coastwise and Inland Towing, Lighter- 
ing, Salvage Work and Transportation in con- 
nection with OFFSHORE DRILLING OPERA- 
TIONS. 








1030 CONSTANCE STREET 
NEW ORLEANS 13. LA. 


MA-3925 
24-HOUR SERVICE 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


DAILY DELIVERY SERVICE 
TO GRAND ISLE 











SPEED 
SAFETY & J es 
In a 29-foot stock 


hull with diesel 
power. 





Converted for a major oil company, this 29-foot Chris-Craft cruiser 
with double-plank bottom has a cruising speed of 18 mph... and 
is the first completely successful conversion of a 29-foot stock model 
to diesel power. 


For conversions, repairs, motor installations, haulouts, call— 


CLEAR CREEK BOAT YARD 


J. M. Sharp E. R. Elwood 
Phone Bacliff 2219 Night phones: La Porte 8691, Bacliff 2219 
KEMAH TEXAS 
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EXCLUSIVE GULF COAST 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR 


NACO CHAIN 


BYRNE & RICE SUPPLY CO. 








valley 70% 1122 Gaiennie Street PAY PHONES: 
JAckson 5334 New Orleans, La RAymond 7138 


UPtown 8394 Ape RAymond 7139 








McGuire Marine Divers 
Robert J. McGuire 
Insurance Coverage 
24-Hour Service Anywhere 
Specializing In 
RIVER CROSSINGS AND 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


Phone TEmple 8221 
TEmple 2945 


412 Arlington Drive Metairie, Louisiana 











Builders and Designers 


Steel Tugs, Barges, Crew Boats 


EFFICIENT 
MARINE 
REPAIRS 


Marine Ways — Gas Freeing 


PLATZER BOAT WORKS 
Houston, Texas 


P. O. Box 5277 GL 3-7188 








104-Foot Work Boat 
FOR SALE 
or 
BARE BOAT CHARTER 


Twin 6-71 GM Diesels 
Two 2-71 GM Power Plants 


P. O. Box 1743 
HOUSTON TEXAS 
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New Equipment 








New 10-Pound Pressurized 
Dry Chemical Fire Extinguisher 


A new 10-pound pressurized dry chemical fire ex- 
tinguisher which carries Underwriters’ approval for a 
pressure range of from 150 
to 250 pounds has been an- 
nounced. 


In securing the Underwrit- 
ers’ approval the new unit suc- 
cessfully extinguished 40 sq. ft. 
gasoline fires when operated 
at both the lower pressure of 
150 pounds and through a 100- 
pound range up to 250 pounds. 


The advantage of such a 
wide range of working pres- 
_ sures, according to manufac- 
turers, is that the unit will work satisfactorily if only 
150 pounds of air pressure is available. When pressur- 
ized to 250 pounds the extinguisher packs an extra hard 
hitting punch. 

The unit features a pistol grip trigger release mechan- 
ism, a new dust and moisture-proof gauge which shows 
at a glance the unit’s charged pressure. It also uses a 
diffuser horn which gives extra wide coverage of the 
discharge pattern to make the most efficient use of the 
dry chemical. Walter Kidde & Company, Inc., Belle- 
ville, N. J. and New Orleans. 





Spherical Oil-Gas Separators Can 
Process Up To 16,000 Barrels Daily 


A new line of radically designed spherical oil-gas 
separators have been announced which can process up 
to 16,000 barrels of crude oil daily. 

The new spherical separators range from 4l-in. to 
60-in. in diameter, and have daily gas capacities rang- 





This new spherical oil-gas separator, developed by the 
Delta Tank Manufacturing Company of Baton Rouge, is 
46-in. in diameter and can process 9000 barrels of aie 
oil and 9.5 million cubic feet of gas daily. 


OFFSHORE 


ing from 6.5 to 57 million cubic feet. Standard units 
are available at 125 psi, 500 psi, and 1200 psi working 
pressures. Because of their spherical shape, the units 
can be easily installed, maintained and operated. The 
4l-in. unit stands less than 5 feet high when installed, 
and is comparable to standard vertical-type separators 
rising 10 to 12 feet above the ground. 


The new type spherical separator operates on a com- 
bined gravity, centrifugal force, time-retention and low 
velocity principle, with the crude oil falling to the lower 
section of the vessels and the gases rising to outlets at 
the top of the steel balls. The internal baffle arrange- 
ment and mist extractor design assures complete separa- 
tion within the rated capacities. The relatively small 
height eliminates the need for supporting guy wires and 
also puts unit controls within reach of lease operators. 
Delta Tank Manufacturing Co., Inc., Baton Rouge. 


OFFSHORE COMPLETIONS 





TEXAS 


Nueces County: Conroe Drilling Co., 1 State Tract 313, 
Redfish Bay; wildcat; total depth 9,017; dry hole. 


Galveston County: The Pure Oil Co., A-1 OCS Lease 0109, 
Block 189, Gulf of Mexico; offshore discovery. Drilled to 
10,333-ft. T/pay 7,522-ft. Flowed 164 bbls. on 9/64 choke, 37.1 
gravity oil. 


Orange County: Kilmarnock Oil Co., 8 State Tract, Cow 
Bayou. Total depth 6,354-ft; T/pay 4,889-ft. Flowed 119 
bbls. 29.7 gravity oil on 7/64 choke. 


Chambers County: Humble Oil & Refining Co., A-67 Galves- 
ton +4 State Tract, Section 221. Junked hole. Total depth 
2,664-ft. 


Galveston County: Magnolia Petroleum Co., A-1 Texas Gulf 
Tract 10. Discovery well, 10 miles southwest of Sabine Pass. 
Total depth 13,386-ft., T//pay 8,016-ft.; gas-distillate well. 


Chambers County: Standard Oil Co. of Texas, 16 State Tract 
118, Galveston Bay. Total depth 7,253-ft.; T/pay 3,723. 
Flowed 103 bbls. on 1” choke. Outlet Pasotex Pipeline con- 
nections. 


LOUISIANA 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co., 6 State Lease 1357, Main 
Pass Block 69. Total depth 8,301-ft.; T//pay 7,125-ft. Produced 
276 bbls. on 8/64 choke, 29.3 gravity oil. Rebstock & Reeves, 
contractor. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co., 11 State Lease 978, 
Block 53 West Delta area. Total depth 10,570-ft.; T//pay 
6,365-ft. Produced 138 bbls. on 8/64 choke, 26.8 gravity oil. 


St. Bernard Parish: Continental Oil Co., 1 State Lease 2511, 
Main Pass Block 25. Discovery well; total depth 10,002-ft. ; 
T/pay 6,224-ft. Produced 54 bbls. on 1/4 choke, 22 gravity oil. 


St. Bernard Parish: Phillips Petroleum Co., 3 State Lease 
2220, Eloi Bay. Total depth 5,900-ft.; T/pay 5,872-ft. Produced 
142 bbls. on 7/16 choke, 28 gravity oil. 


St. Mary Parish: Shell Oil Co., 1 State Lease 1536, Eugene 
Island Block 18. Total depth 10,815-ft.; T/pay 9,338-ft. Pro- 
duced 340 bbls. on 9/64 choke, 38 gravity oil. 


Cameron Parish: Shell Oil Co., 1-A State Lease 2546. Total 
Depth 13,719-ft.; T/pay 11,956-ft. Wildcat, gas-distillate dis- 
covery. Shut in gas well. 


Iberia Parish: Pure Oil Co., 1-A State Lease 1079, Block 47. 
Wildcat gas-distillate discovery. Total depth 11,362-ft.; T/pay 
8,480-ft. Shut in gas well. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co., 2 State Lease 1277, 
Main Pass Block 69. Total depth 8,300-ft.; T/pay 8,146-ft. 
Produced 330 bbls. on 10/64 choke, 31.3 gravity oil. Penrod 
Drilling Company, contractor. 
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METAL 
BUILDING 
PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 


~ builds a complete living, 
dining and recreation 
unit ready for 
occupancy. 


Left: One of our “Twins” 
about to go to work for Sin- 
clair and Associates offshore. 


PORTABLE—Yes, all units can be transferred from 
barge to platform to land. 
EXTERIOR COVERING—All galvanized, gauge to 


customer's requirements. 
FRAMEWORK—AIl steel throughout. 
OPTIONALS—Galley supplies, linens, air-condition- 


ing 


DELIVERY—Guaranteed to meet your schedule. 
May we bid on your next job? 





METAL BUILDING PRODUCTS 
Co., INC. 


1937 Lafayette St. 


New Orleans Phone RAymond 3242 


Louisiana 














FAST, DEPENDABLE 
TUG SERVICE FOR 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


DIXIE TOWING 
COMPANY, INC. 


Phone FI Iimore 1-5608 — 1-3090 


P. O. Box 403 Harvey, La. 
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BOATEL 








BOATEL is the trade name for General 
Marine Corporation's turnkey feeding and 
housekeeping service for the oil industry. 
With a BOATEL contract you are furnished 
cooks, messmen, bedroom stewards, food, 
linen, laundry, utensils, dishes, silverware 
and sanitary supplies. BOATEL service is 
on a fixed price contract basis. It includes 
trained field supervision and inspection 
follow-up. BOATEL service is now being 
used on drilling tenders, quarter boats, bunk- 
houses—any oil field operation where men 
are fed and quartered in the oil fields. Or- 
ganized for efficient service from Tampa 
to Brownsville — 


GENERAL MARINE CORPORATION 


Phone 


P. O. Box 262 FI Ilmore 1-4283 


Harvey, La. 


* BOATEL is a protected trade name, the exclusive 
property of General Marine Corp. 
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The Slush Pit... 


Host: “What do you drink—beer, rum, gin, rye?” 
Guest: “Yes, please.” 


We've always thought of a bed as a place to sleep 
and die, but now we learn that it’s also a place where 
tricycle motors are made. 


The gambler was arguing with a small-town girl. Said 
he: “I'll lay you eight to five.” 
Said she: “Well!” 


The old-fashioned version: Be good, sweet maid, 
and let who will be clever. 

The modern adaption: Be good, sweet maid, and let 
who will. Be clever. 


There was a young lady from France 
Who thought she’s take a chance 
She let herself go 

With a chap from Bordeaux 

And now all her sisters are aunts. 


Suddealy the door opened and the room was flooded 
with light. The young couple on the sofa turned to 
face a glowering parent. 

“Who are you?” the father demanded through 
clinched teeth. 

The young man turned pale, gulped, and then blurted, 
“I'm her brother!” 


The young lady had her escort of 
the evening arrested and haled into court, and com- 
plained to the judge that the man had stolen her money. 
The judge asked her where she carried her money, and 
she replied that she carried it in her stocking. 

“If he stole your money from your stocking,” said 
the judge, “I don’t see why you didn’t stop him.” 

“I didn’t know it was my money he was after, your 
honor,” replied the young lady. 





“I’m sorry I flunked, dean. I just don’t know math 
from a hole in the ground.” 


OFFSHORE 





The First... 


All Aluminum Transport.. . 


f 
one 


- 





For Marine Oil Field Use 


“mM 144 VA " 


SEWART SEACRAFT ALL-ALUMINUM PUMPER-GAUGER TRANSPORT 


Once again Sewart Seacraft has demon- 
strated its leadership in service to the oil 
industry . . . by designing and constructing 
the first all-aluminum personnel transport 
ever to be built for use in the marine oil 
fields! This 20-foot welded all-aluminum boat 
is especially designed for pumper-gauger 


transportation. Powered with a 48 horse- 
power Gray Marine gasoline engine, the 
boat has a top speed of 23.25 miles per 
hour. 

Delivered to a major oil company, the 
all-aluminum Seacraft is now in service in 
the marine oil fields near Houma, La. 


The ''Mallard" is just one example of the fine design, construction and craftsmanship 
that can be expected of boats built by Sewart Seacraft. See Sewart Seacraft FIRST for 
your BOAT requirements. 








Seaworthy 
towing, power 
at the 


Masters touch... 


| 


DAY OR NIGHT PHONE 
Galveston 3-6468 or 3-4673 
Houston YU 5406 or WA 8-5406 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 


ni is : 


-~ 


at * a ~ . 
ee —— 

. ’ 
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When towing several million dollars in drilling 
equipment to a tidelands location, you want the 
services of seamen who know the sea as well as you 
know the oil business. 


G & H Towing Company has these qualifications to offer: 





EXPERIENCE 35 years in harbor and offshore 


towing. 





EQUIPMENT 18 modern diesel-powered tugs. 





STAFF Licensed crews who have navigated 
for years in these waters. 





SPEED Prompt dispatch of tugs within 2 to 
4 hours of your order. 





VERSATILITY 


Large or small, if it floats, we can 
tow it — well, anywhere in the Gulf 








or Latin American waters. 








Let us plan with you and solve your offshore towing 
problems. 


TOWING COMPANY INC. 


18 MODERN DIESEL POWERED TUGBOATS AT YOUR SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY 


HOUSTON 


GALVESTON CORPUS CHRISTI 


802 U. S. National Bank Building 


5675 








